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Streams of Life Prison Ministry by Emily Bucher

“Sorry, “ I told my friend, “I can’t be there because I’m going to be
in prison that day.” She looked at me suspiciously until I finished
by telling her I was going to be part of the Sunday afternoon
church service at Mahoney State Correctional Institution. Part of
my reason for going there was to hear from a few of the inmates
about the Streams of Life
Bible study.

preach at church services. Streams of Life volunteers lead Sunday
services about three times a month in various prisons and have a
Bible Study every Monday evening. “A large fraction of the Bible
Study time is devoted to prayer,” Del Burkholder comments. The
Bible Study leader and inmates spend time praying for things that
are heavy on their hearts.
Even though volunteers can’t preach or teach in every state
prison every week, Streams of Life is able to have a presence in nearly every Pennsylvania state prison because of
the literature they hand out. Soldiers of the Cross, Del’s
popular book about Spiritual warfare, has been given to
many inmates across the state and is in it’s third printing.
Twice a year, the Streams of Life newsletter is also distributed across the state.

About 200 men came
out to the service that
day. It was a “normal”
service complete with
announcements, congregational singing, a choir,
and a sermon. It also had
unique prison features
like highlighting who is
going home the next
week. After the service,
we stood at the back of
the chapel and greeted
some of the guys who
Del & Tammy Burkholder
came out for the service. I
said “hi” to two influential inmate church leaders who
help with the Sunday service and are part of the Streams
of Life Bible study that takes place on a weekly basis. The
time structure of the prison didn’t leave me with much
time to talk with these men, but when I mentioned
Streams of Life, they both had very positive things to say.

In his column, Del talks about how he became involved in
prison ministry (see page 2). He began by filling in for Jim
Newsom a few times and now is the director of Streams of
Life Prison Ministries. Delmar Weaver had experience
with WeCare Prison Ministries in Atmore, Alabama and
accepted when Del asked him to help minister in
Pennsylvania prisons. Gerald Fox has helped in the past and
was very appreciated. Adam Hurst is one of the younger
Streams of Life Bible
Teachers and is well
received by the inmates. In
addition to the teachers
and preachers, Clarence
Martin and Jake Sauder
lead the Heart for
Corrections music group
and occasionally perform
in various state prisons.

I’ll admit that one thing kind of surprised me. They both
mentioned the good teaching, but they had more to say
about the men that lead the studies on a regular basis
than they did about the teaching. They mentioned Del
Burkholder and how he gives his time to teach regularly.
They mentioned Delmar Weaver and their concern for
his wife’s health. Del, Delmar, and the other volunteer
teachers have made a big impact on the lives of the men
who take part in the Bible Study.
While they are building relationships with inmates across
the state, Del, Delmar, and others lead Bible studies and
Streams of Life
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Streams of Life is grateful
for the opportunity to talk
about Jesus with people
who are incarcerated. Your
prayers and financial support and needed and
appreciated.
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DEL’S

THOUGHTS

Streams of Life Twelve Years Later
It was 2002 when prison Bible
teacher Jim Newsom asked me if I
would help cover some of his
prison Bible studies while he was
traveling the country. I was still
involved in youth ministry at that
point, but my gray hair was beginning to appear and my teenage
terminology was not as relevant as
it had been. In fact I realized that
when I mentioned Howdy Doody
at a youth meeting one time and
Del Burkholder
it was so far over their heads, as
no youth had a clue who I was talking about. Obviously the gap
between young and old was increasing, but I was not necessarily
planning on a new ministry, either. God had other ideas and
shortly thereafter Jim moved out of state and thus began the journey of our work which would become Streams of Life Prison
Ministries. As I reflect on the years since this, it has been a fulfilling adventure for me and Pastor Delmar Weaver and many others
who have helped with our ministry. I am also grateful to the many
that have partnered with us financially and in prayer to make this
ministry what it is today. As far as results - only God knows.
Anybody who has ever ministered with me knows I do not like
posting salvation stats. For I am believer of John 6:44 that “No
man comes to Christ unless the Father draws them”. Only by
God’s grace are we part of what He is doing and He is the one to
be glorified. Our influence in the prison system speaks for itself
and God does the tallies, not man. We are simply called to just do
our best, and we need to let God do the rest.

PRISON

Genesis of Time
On the back page I am pictured with the newest member of my
ventriloquist puppet family - a pterodactyl. I am excited about our
new Genesis of Time show. It is the story of God’s creation told from
a Biblical perspective. Too often preachers and teachers get caught
up on the scientific end of creation and ministry should be just presenting the truth of God’s Word. While I could easily point out the
blatant irregularities in rock dating methods, I feel it is better to
teach what God proclaimed as truth in Genesis. I am convinced that
Darwinism (which has spawned evolution) is actually as much of
religion as others, and I feel the world’s education system has unfortunately drunk the spiked fruit punch of evolution.
Support For Prison Ministries
As many may have heard I have taken a directors position with
Support for Prison Ministries. SFPM is a ministry that provides
chaplains for local prisons and also operates as a fund raising arm for
several prison ministries and prison aftercare facilities. I am not
leaving Streams of Life. Our work in the state prisons will continue
as before. However, I am excited about the possibilities of combined potential of SFPM and Streams of Life in a more complete
way in prison work. SFPM has many experienced and talented personnel in the organization and I am excited to be working with
them, in addition to Streams of Life. I am succeeding the retiring
director Nelson Martin, a great man of integrity who did a strong
leadership job for SFPM, and enlarged the reach of this prison
organization during his 15 year tenure as director.
Remember to always keep pressing on, onward, and upward in Jesus
Christ.
In the Master’s Service
Del Burkholder

DIRECTOR
by Delmar Weaver

Answering The Call by Delmar Weaver

“Will you go? Will you place me before all others? Will you serve me for me alone because you love me?”
These are questions I have faced over the past 33 years of ministry.
If these questions would have come from a friend or other person I maybe would have said, “No” or “Let me
think about it and I'll get back to you.” But these were questions I sensed were coming from the Lord and I
needed to answer carefully and prayerfully.
Having been raised in a secure home setting, I was not particularly looking for any change from that. But
when God initiates a call beyond our comfort zone, we move to find what God has in mind.
It was these questions led our family to various ministry opportunities over the years, but one common
thread that held through the past 33 years is prison ministry. Our first step outside our comfort zone was into
Delmar Weaver
prison ministry.
Many things have changed since my first day in a state correctional institution. Prison ministry has changed my life, or perhaps the
correct way to say it is, those I minister to in prisons have changed my life more than any other one thing I can think of. The challenging questions they ask and the hunger I see for the Word of God has moved me well past my past comfort zone, where I was once
content to let life be just "normal".
continued on page 3
Streams of Life
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EDITOR’S

REMARKS

The Most Prayed for Family
My dad always told us that we are probably one of the most prayed for families. That makes sense since
he’s a pastor, right? It could, but that’s not why we were prayed for so often. It’s because he’s a chaplain.
It’s because on a daily basis he ministers to inmates, telling them about Jesus. It’s because on a daily
basis, those same men are growing Christians learning to care for other people. It’s because on a daily
basis, Jesus is working in their hearts. We might be one of the most prayed for families because those
inmates are praying for a family they don’t really know.
So many times they long to hear about families since they aren’t connected with their own family as
they would like to be. As dad tells them stories about our family (good and bad), they feel like they
know us. And they pray for us.
Emily Bucher

It wasn’t until I first visited the prison during a Sunday afternoon service with my dad, that I realized
he’s probably right…we might be the most prayed for family! After the service, we greeted the inmates on their way out of the
chapel and so many of them thanked us for being there and told us they pray for us.

Now, how many times have you told someone you will pray for them and then you forget. I don’t think that’s the case with these
Christians behind bars. In many cases, they haven’t grown up in the church and don’t know the “right” things to say. When I’m
told by an inmate that he’s praying for me, I think it’s the real deal!
“The Most Prayed For Family” – what a prize to receive! It’s a humbling honor to know that probably on a daily basis, I’m being
prayed for by people who don’t even really know me.
As much as an honor as it is, it’s also convicting. Have I prayed for my fellow Christians that I’ve never met – inmates, chaplains,
or others? Sadly, the answer is often “no”. In 1Timothy 2, Paul is reminding Timothy to pray and in verse one, Paul urges him to
pray for all people. I’m sure we could all take the same challenge. Today, let’s all remember to pray for the churches that met in
prisons. Pray for the inmates and for those who minister to them – even though you’ve never met them.
Answering The Call continued from page 2

Some have asked, “What is it like to minister in prison?” Well, the prison population is like any other community. Each community
has its own make up and dynamics. The search for the true meaning of life is a common thread that runs through all of society, rich
or poor, in prison or out of prison. The search for the meaning of life exists in all people. Many never find the answer, but for those
who do, oh what a difference it makes in their life.
Some may say, "Is there really an answer?” Most definitely there is and it is found in a relationship with our Creator, being reunited
in oneness with Him through His gift to us which is Jesus Christ.
If I were asked what has been impressed most upon my heart in relation to prison ministry, it would have to be the Church that
thrives behind the bars. It is true I have answered the call to serve the Lord in prisons, but what has happen in turn is, I have been
served by those in prison. I cannot remember there ever being a time I went into prison and did not come out blessed. The questions
that come from our Bible class, the comments that bring a new perspective to understanding scripture, have all been reasons to come
away deeply blessed and to be able to say, “It was good to be here tonight.”
Over the past several years my family and I have been tremendously blessed to have a strong prayer support coming from the church
body in the prison communities. For the past 6 years, our family has been going through health challenges. Without fail during this
time period, there has not been a single Bible study that someone didn't say, "How is Linda doing? We are praying for her.” These
brothers have not ceased to pray and show genuine concern for our wellbeing.
So when we talk about "answering the call", who is it that really answered the call to minister? Is it I or the men that are incarcerated?
Or is it the authorities of the prison that grant us permission to minister there? I believe all the above are part of the answer, but the
final authority behind the call comes from the Lord Himself.
We never know how far reaching our ministry will take us when we answer the call to take the Good News of Jesus to wherever it
is He calls us to go. Who knows, the life we save may be our own! How awesome is our God to answer our needs before we even
knew we had a need.
Many have asked how prison ministry has impacted my life. This is it in a condensed version. One day the whole story will be told,
but for now the last chapter has not yet been written. But till then I want my attitude to be, "Here am I, send me!"
Streams of Life
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If you would desire to financially support Streams of Life Ministries work
in prison and churches, you are welcome to give,
as you are able. All donations are tax deductible, and will
be followed with a receipt to the donor.
Checks can be made payable to: Streams of Life Ministries
PO Box 727
Brownstown, PA 17508

To contact Del Burkholder Ministries or Streams of Life Prison Ministry
717.435.2438

If you would like to be taken off the Streams of Life newsletter mailing list,
please let us know by emailing delspeak@dejazzd.com or writing to
Streams of Life Ministries, PO Box 727, Brownstown, PA 17508

Del Burkholder is pictured with his newest member of his
ventriloquist cast that will be part of his “Genesis of Time”
ventriloquist show on God’s Creation. If you are interested in
booking Del for your group to learn and laugh, please contact
at 717-435-2438 or delspeak@dejazzd.com. Love gift benefits
various prison ministries.

PO Box 727
Brownstown, PA 17508

Del Burkholder Ministries Inc. (DBA Streams of Life) is a 501(c) 3 non-profit organization. Del Burkholder
Ministries receives no county, state, or federal funding. It relies totally on the gifts of churches, individuals and
businesses for its support. All funds received are used for the expenses of the ministry operations.

www.DelBurkholderMinistries.com

delspeak@dejazzd.com
www.DelBurkholderMinistries.com

