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Liberty Ministries by Emily Bucher

If you are an inmate looking forward to your release date, you are
likely wondering where and how to get the help you need to
make it on the street. Perhaps you aren’t an inmate but you have
a passion for prison ministry and are wondering how to get involved. The answer to both questions comes in two words: Liberty
Ministries.

have the ex-offenders who are part of our residential care program either work at our thrift store or we provide transportation
for them to another job. We also have a joint trust account with
each man in our resident program. This allows us to train ex-offenders on how to properly handle money since they don’t have
much opportunity to do that in prison.”

Located in Schwenksville, Pennsylvania, Liberty Ministries is passionate about grace, hope, and regeneration. They exist to serve
offenders and ex-offenders by showing God’s love, providing practical assistance, and supporting Biblical standards of justice. They
have
three
major ways of
accomplishing
their mission.

Most of the men
complete phase one
in the discipleship
residential program
and a select few are
chosen to take part in
phase two. During phase two, they take up to 24 months to reach
a full understanding about breaking the ties of incarceration. Recidivism rates are high and so Liberty takes the time to break this
cycle with men who are serious about starting a new life.
In addition to the discipleship residential care program, Liberty
Ministries also has some prison programs such as Bible studies, general services and one on one counseling and mentoring. These
things take place at both male and female prisons. Steve Poloway,
Director of Prison Programs and Volunteers, said that he is always
looking for volunteers. People can donate Lydia bags –
bags filled with hygiene
items for female inmates.
Pen pals and volunteers to
teach Bible Studies are also
needed.
In addition to the Liberty
House for ex-offenders, and
Thrift Store
prison ministry for inmates,
Liberty Ministries also operates Liberty Thrift & Home Furnishings. These five thrift stores help to fund the ministry and minister
to the community at the same time.
These men had two things to say as we ended our conversation.
“Love the sinner and hate the sin” they implored. “Keep us in your
prayers. Your prayers keep us going.”
To learn more about Liberty Ministries, visit their website at
www.liberityministries.us or call them at 610-287-5481.

Liberty House,
the discipleship
residential care
program, is a
one year commitment. Out of
Liberty House
the 146 applications Liberty Ministries received this year, they accepted 16
of those. Part of this is because they can’t accept arsonists, sexoffenders, or violent crime offenders. Another Liberty House
requirement is that the ex-offender must have a statement of
faith in Jesus. Then Liberty Ministries sets out a list of requirements that ex-offenders must abide by. “Ex-offenders look at
Liberty Ministries as an opportunity to further their walk with
Jesus Christ,” explains
Jonathon Lewis, Director
of Residential Program.

Jonathan Lewis (left) and
Frank Plover (right),
a 2013 Graduate of Phase 1
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“One of the things that
makes us unique,” notes
Robert Thompson, executive
director of Liberty Ministries,
“is that we are a discipleship
center and not a treatment
center.
This
means
that we do things such as
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Random Thoughts
your fellow believers still incarcerated and remember your actions
upon release affects their chances for release and placement.

Sex Offenders
I continue to be moved about PA’s
logjam of being able to release sex
offenders and the lack of rehabilitation housing available to them. From
a state perspective it doesn’t make
sense to house hundreds of paroled
inmates at $32,000 plus a year. I
think it is time that cooler heads
prevail after the Penn State problem.
We need to work on aftercare housing that is not in proximity to
Del Burkholder
churches, schools, and other public
places. I am also discouraged when I hear national family Christian
ministries warning churches of having sex offenders in their congregation. When the church of Jesus of Christ stops accepting repentant
individuals what do we have left? Always be prudent, I agree, but let’s
be Christian about it. I am encouraged that the continued low recidivism rate (reoccurring criminal act), is lowest of all in sex offenders.
As I minister I have found repentant Christian sex offenders often to
be very productive in the Body of Christ and worthy of a second
chance after he has served his sentence. It is so sad that sex can be such
powerful tool of Satan that ruins so many lives.

Christian Liberties
On a different subject, I continue to be concerned about aspects of
freedom of speech for Christians and I do think we are not far from
Evangelical Christians being the next oppressed people in our country.
While it is important for us as Christians to always be sensitive to
groups that do not accept our Christian position, I fear media and government may force us to concede our Biblical truths. Worries about
explaining passages such as Romans 1:26-28 or 1 Corinthians 6:9 on
sexuality may lead to consequences for Pastors. Canada is already there
and I am shocked how rapidly the Christian church is deteriorating in
our friends to the north. We must be comforted in the fact that no
matter the severity of the attack on scripture Jesus said, “Heaven and
earth shall pass away but my words shall not pass away." (Matthew
24:35)
Evangelical Compassion
While I am concerned about the future oppression of the church, I
am also concerned about the perception of how it is seen by the world.
It has been said that in matters of compassion, a non believer feels
more comfortable talking about a crisis with a bartender than a Christian. Is it possible we need to work on our compassion as Children of
God? The media portrays Christians as a dry miserable people; we as
Christians need to show to the world this is untrue and display love
and compassion to all who come in contact with us. Put a smile on your
face and the joy of Christ in your heart. Too often we look like we just
washed our face in grapefruit or lemon juice. Being a Christian is a
reason for happiness; let it show. Thank God He saved us! We have
the good news!
As 2013 draws to a close these are a few things on my heart. I also
realize that “Greater is he that is in us than he that is in the World.” (I
John 4:4) Let us not forget HE is still on the Throne and may you be
the best you can be for Jesus Christ in 2014.

Released Offender Obligations
Inmates reading this newsletter: let me remind you of quality ministries such as Liberty (see the feature article), Jubilee, or New Person
who specializes in aftercare and has such a good track record with sex
offenders and others. These organizations invest a lot in their communities to prove individuals deserve second chances. When you go
back into society and repeat any crime you put a black eye on all ministries like these that try to help. Hebrews 4:6 says, “If they shall fall
away, to renew them again unto repentance; seeing they crucify to themselves the Son of God afresh, and put him to an open shame.” I ask those
of you who do get the opportunity to be released again to remember

PRISON DIRECTOR
by Delmar Weaver

Will Your Anchor Hold by Delmar Weaver

The rain was pouring down as we left for an early morning family fishing trip. The night before we were told the weather would be
fine at our destination the next morning. As we boarded the boat the sky gave no indication of clearing, nevertheless we set out on
the seas to enjoy a family fishing trip. The further we went, the stronger the winds grew, the rain intensified, yet we plunged ahead
to fulfill a day of "fun at sea".
After a couple of hours at sea and only one fish caught, we noticed as we rose up on the next wave we saw fewer boats then before.
Then it was back down in the lowest part between the next wave, up again to the top of another rolling wave. In just a short time, no
boats were in sight and it seemed we were alone in the ocean in our endeavor to have a good day at sea. By now most of us were feeling
a bit unsettled, some of us were so sick we thought we were going to die, and others were so sick they were afraid they were not going
to die! The captain gave one more heroic attempt to bring us a good fishing day by throwing out the anchor to try another way of
fishing, but the seas were too rough, waves too high, and the anchor did not hold!
Delmar Weaver
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Remembering to be Thankful
Dirty diapers. Cleaning. Laundry. Dirty dishes. Meal preparation. It all adds up to a lot of work that I don’t really enjoy, but
everyday you’ll find me doing those things. Some days you’ll find me venting to my husband about the ridiculous number of
dirty diapers I had to change. With two small children, the house seems constantly dirty –juice on the floor here, a plant knocked
over there, cheerios hoarded in the corner over there, fingerprints on the windows. The dirty clothing mounds up quickly and
some days find me hunting clean, matching socks. Washing dishes is one of my least favorite jobs, but it seems the counter is always full of food crusted plates and milk splattered bottles. And then, three times every day without fail, I have a family asking
for a meal. Goodness, when I stop and think about it, it’s all overwhelming!
Someone once asked what would happen if I would wake up tomorrow with only the things that I thanked God for today.
Hmmm…I surely don’t thank Him for dirty dishes! Or laundry? Nope, I don’t think I ever thanked God for it. And if I woke up
tomorrow and had no dirty dishes to wash and no laundry to do, I think that would be a great day!

Emily Bucher

However, no dirty diapers or laundry would mean no children. No finger printed windows would mean no little hands and faces pressed up against the window
waiting for Daddy to come home from work. No meals to make would mean no mouths to feed. All this would mean that I have no children or husband. If I
would wake up to this, it would be a very sad day, indeed!
The point that person was trying to make was that we should be more thankful than we are. If changing dirty diapers means that we have two adorable, healthy children, I suppose I should be more thankful for the diapers. If having to prepare meals means that we have money to buy food, I guess I should be thankful I get to
prepare meals. If a toy strewn house means we have a toddler with an amazing imagination, I should be more thankful for the excitement she brings to our lives.
One of my favorite verses that speaks about being thankful is 1 Thessalonians 5:18. It says, “Give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ
Jesus for you” (emphasis mine). I guess “all circumstances” would include changing dirty diapers, cleaning my house, doing laundry, and all the other things I
don’t always enjoy. You circumstances might be different. Perhaps you are sitting in a prison cell mourning the fact that you haven’t seen your family in a really
long time. Perhaps you are looking for a job after being laid off for several months. Perhaps you have entirely different circumstances. Whatever the case, we are
instructed to give thanks in all circumstances because this is God’s will for us.
I know the official season of thanksgiving is over, but for a Christian, giving thanks should never be out of season. Perhaps you need to ask yourself the question
that I was asked: “What if you would wake up tomorrow with only the things you thanked God for today?”

Will Your Anchor Hold continued from page 2
Then came the question from the captain, "Do you want to return to land?" With a unanimous "YES" from those who could still talk, we returned safely to shore
several hours later reaching solid ground at last!
As I reflect on that memorable day, I think about the storms of life we often face as Christians.
Many times as the winds roar and the waves of life threaten to shipwreck our lives, we find ourselves holding on with all our might, just hoping for the dawn of a
new day where the sun will once again shine and the day will be ushered in by a gentle breeze instead of a driving gale.
Recently I was made to think of Joseph and the trials of his life. I shared that story in a sermon at a prison service one evening and found that many of the men
there could identify with the storms of life they experienced also.
I was particularly struck by an inmate who had previously been granted parole but had no home plan to go home to. I thought, “How tragic to finally be able to go
home and not have a family to go home to.” That is a blow to one’s ego and character as a person and yet this man said he was at peace with the situation. He knew
when it was his time to go home, the Lord would provide a way to accomplish it. That man’s anchor held, unlike the one in my fishing story. He knew who was in
control and the storms of his life were not able to destroy him.
Is it not true that we all face waves that threaten to overwhelm us at times, that threaten to rob us of the intended joy of the day? I find in this life we live in an imperfect world and we as God’s children are not exempt from the elements of this fallen world. As Jesus said, it rains on the just and the unjust the same. Being a
Christian is not a free pass to a trouble free life.
But being a Christian is a guarantee that there is more of life to experience then what this world has to offer. It’s our hope in Christ and the promise of His return for His
children that gives us a solid anchor in an otherwise storm torn sea. As the song says, "We have an anchor that keeps the soul, stead fast and sure while the billows roll."
The next time the storms come and the winds blow, remember they are no match for the solid anchor in Jesus Christ. We are never alone on a stormy sea; His
presence goes with us. Sometimes He removes the storm, sometimes He walks with us through the storm, but in the end, the sun will shine again.
As I mentioned before, Joseph was a man of many trials. It started by just sharing his dreams that God gave him that brought hatred from his family. Even when he
acted in obedience to his father and went to check on his brothers, he was treated harshly and separated from his family. Even when he stood for what was right,
he was rewarded with time in prison. When he did a favor for a fellow inmate, he was neglected and forgotten, causing him more time in prison. Where was God
during these times? He was always with Joseph and Joseph knew it!
And then a "suddenly" happened to Joseph. His day started like any other day, but this day would be different. This day the Lord fulfilled His promise and even though
Joseph’s day started with him in prison, the day end with him seated next to the highest ruler of the land with himself as the second in command of the entire nation
of Egypt. Suddenly, at the right time, right circumstance, for the right purpose, it happened. His anchor firmly held through it all, grounded in the rock of Jesus Christ.
Is there a "suddenly" waiting to happen in your life? Wait on it in faith, securely anchored in the Lord Jesus Christ.
Isa 40:31 But they who wait for the LORD shall renew their strength; they shall mount up with wings like eagles; they shall run and not be weary; they shall walk
and not faint.
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If you would desire to financially support Streams of Life Ministries work in
prison and churches, you are welcome to give,
as you are able. All donations are tax deductible, and will
be followed with a receipt to the donor.

If you are interested in having ministers
Delmar Weaver, Del Burkholder, or any of the
Buzzard brothers speak at your church or gathering
about Streams of Life’s prison work, we would be
glad to schedule a date for one or several to be there for
your program. Please contact us at delspeak@dejazzd.com
or by calling 717.435.2438.

Checks can be made payable to: Streams of Life Ministries
PO Box 727
Brownstown, PA 17508

To contact Del Burkholder Ministries or Streams of Life Prison Ministry
717.435.2438
delspeak@dejazzd.com
www.DelBurkholderMinistries.com
Del Burkholder Ministries Inc. (DBA Streams of Life) is a 501(c) 3 non-profit organization. Del Burkholder Ministries
receives no county, state, or federal funding. It relies totally on the gifts of churches, individuals and businesses for
its support. All funds received are used for the expenses of the ministry operations.

Del and The Buzzard’s

www.DelBurkholderMinistries.com

PO Box 727
Brownstown, PA 17508

If you would like to be taken off the Streams of Life newsletter mailing list,
please let us know by emailing delspeak@dejazzd.com or writing to
Streams of Life Ministries, PO Box 727, Brownstown, PA 17508

