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Streams of Life Night
The security guard opens the black, hard shell case expecting to
find a musical instrument, but is shocked to see Abe Buzzard
staring back at him; the guard jumps back in surprise. Delmar
Weaver recalled incidents like this with a smile and a little
chuckle during the annual Streams of Life service at Hinkletown
Mennonite Church on
October 16. Abe Buzzard,
along with Snoozy Leid,
was one of the moderators.
These two are Del
Burkholder’s
ventriloquism dummies that sometimes make their way into
prisons where Del ministers. Abe Buzzard is a
dummy based on a real
person born in the 1850s
who was famous for stealing chickens and horses in
the Ephrata area. He
Del & Snoozy
ended up in prison and
even though he died in 1935, he continues to minister in prison
with Del. Snoozy Leid is a “Joe Wenger Mennonite” turned
Amish puppet that explains he went Amish because of Sadie’s
yummy apple dumplings. Snoozy’s dutchy accent caused a few
laughs as he introduced some of the volunteer speakers during
the service.

found it incredibly difficult
to do. After his release and
at Delmar’s suggestion, this
man and his wife watched
the movie Fireproof. He
reported to Delmar that the
movie was “ok” but at
Delmar’s insistence watched
it again. After a few months,
Delmar called to check on
the man and his marriage.
The man was pleased to
Gerald Fox
report that his marriage was
revitalized and his wife was smiling again! Only the work of God
can change relationships for the better!
Del Burkholder shared a story of a changed life as well. While
ministering at a correctional facility about two years ago, Del
preached about racism and heard from an inmate who had racial
supremacy views. Recently when Del returned to that prison,
the same inmate spoke with Del and reported that he comes to
every service now and is an active part of the church and is a
product of a redeemed life.
continued on page 4

Introducing New Editor Emily Bucher
Even though Emily didn’t have a choice, she has been
involved in prison ministry ever since she was born. Her
father (Nelson Zeiset, currently chaplain at SCI Mahoney)
began his involvement in prison ministry before she was
born 25 years ago. Since then, she has made the choice to
work with Del as an editor during the writing of his book,
Soldiers of the Cross, and has volunteered at LCYIC
(Lancaster County Youth Intervention Center).
She does, however, have a life outside of the prison realm.
After graduating Magna Cum Laude from Millersville University in 2008, she
married her “amazing husband”, Kenton Bucher. Emily spent time substitute teaching and taught English for two years at Ephrata Mennonite School. On May 23,
2011 Kenton and Emily welcomed their precious daughter, Kiana Grace, into their
lives. Kiana continues to bring them much happiness every day!
Since Emily no longer hears prison stories from her Dad at the supper table every
night, she’s excited to play a part in the ministry of Streams of Life and once again
be involved in prison ministry.
Streams of Life also wishes to express great thanks to the departing editor
Jordan Martin for the diligent job he performed over the last 6 years as editor.

Adam Hurst spoke about the work at the Wernersville
Community Correction Center where he, Jordan Sauder,
Delmar Weaver, and a few others minister to the 150 men.
“Encouragement goes both ways there,” Adam explained. The
volunteers go there often expecting to encourage the men, but
invariably leave encouraged themselves. Gerald Fox, who teaches Bible studies occasionally at SCI Mahanoy, echoed Adam’s
sentiments about being encouraged by the inmates.
Delmar Weaver mentioned a weekend seminar he and Del led
in Ohio in April. There they ministered to quite a few inmates
in this 2,800 population Ohio Prison. He recounted an incident
with a Christian inmate who was struggling with his marriage.
This inmate knew God was calling him to love his wife, but
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DEL’S

THOUGHTS

When We All Get To Heaven?
The classic Gospel songs line is
“When we all get to Heaven
what a day of rejoicing that will
be.” The hope for us Christians
is that we all could get to
Heaven. Very recently there
was a well known author that
shocked
thousands
of
Evangelical Christians by basically asserting in his writings
that God would probably not be
sending anyone to Hell. I know
Del Burkholder
the emerging church movement is putting more people in seats and that is good, but are
we compromising the Bible somewhere along the line? I know
people want me to always make them feel fuzzy wuzzy and
laugh and feel good, but I have bad news: we aren’t all going to
Heaven. Why is the emphasis on the Bible and of trying to win
the lost if nobody is actually lost? And if you are lost, what are
you lost—really lost—from?
I was listening to a tape from Evangelist Rolfe Barnard while traveling in my car. It was recorded in the 60s , and he said in that
message he feared that we were closing in on the day where man
would be teaching in the church that man’s self worth would be
of such an importance that no one could be lost anymore. How
close are we to being there now?
I don’t wish Hell on anyone and I am not God to judge who is lost
or saved, but maybe we should look at what Jesus says in Luke
16:19-31 and Mark 9:43-48 and other passages. We all love Jesus’
wonderful teaching on the Sermon on the Mount which the
world associates with an always-accepting Jesus. However, we are
told that 70% of the time eternal punishment is mentioned in the
Bible it is mentioned by Jesus Christ.

PRISON

David Brainerd, who was a missionary to the Indians in the
Northeast of the U.S. in the early 1700s, is regarded as one of the
great men of faith among missionaries. He left his diary which gave
witness to what a man of faith he was. It was written as The Life of
David Brainerd by Jonathan Edwards and became a literary classic.
Brainerd died from tuberculosis at only 29 years of age in the home
of Edwards. Edwards later said that in the last 48 hours of Brainerd’s
life Brainerd was in prayer as he was dying. During this time, he
wrestled with unsolved matters or missed opportunities in his life
to present the Gospel to the lost. Again, if everyone is saved why
would this man of God struggle with this on his death bed?
If I had a choice, everyone would be going to Heaven. But God is a
just God and He gives man the freedom to choose to accept His Son
Jesus Christ or reject Him as Savior. The longer I am in ministry the
more heartache I see in people of the world. Some heartache is self
inflicted and some because of being a victim of Adam’s fall in the
Garden. But no matter what the case, my sadness is for the lost.
There is still no other way to God but by the shed Blood of Jesus
Christ.
The story is told of the little old lady who was on her deathbed and
was being visited by her pastor. She asked the pastor to pick up her
Bible from the nightstand and read a passage from it to her. He
noticed there were large sections of pages cut out. He asked the
dying woman why that was. She replied, “Those are all the portions
that when you preached you kept telling us they really didn’t
belong in the Bible.”
Brothers and Sisters, if it is written in the Word it belongs there.
See you in Heaven?
In the Master’s Service,
Del Burkholder

DIRECTOR

Does It Really Make A Difference?
There is a story about a man who was walking along the sea shore after a night of storms. The storm had washed many seahorses up on the beach and
as the sun rose over the sand one by one the sea horses began to die; thousands and thousands lay dead on the shore. This man went out for an early
morning walk and was sadden to see all the sea life perishing in the hot sun. So as he walked he began to pick up sea horses that were still alive and
tossed them into the sea. After some time of bending down and picking up one after another and throwing it into the sea, a passerby observing him
said, “Why are you doing that? There are thousands and thousands! You can never make a difference for them.” As the man picked up another and
tossed it into the sea he said, “It made a difference for that one!”
That familiar story represents what people in ministry may feel at times. Sometimes all the effort and time seems to have little impact in the world
we minister to. This can happen in churches, the work places, prisons, families, and even in our own homes.
Sometime at the end of a long day of work, we find ourselves on the way to a prison service or Bible study, and the weariness of the day overshadows the ministry that we are responsible for that evening. Many nights on the way to prison I have wondered, “Does my time here really make a
difference in the lives of these men? How will my time here tonight change a life for the future? Will this time spent make a difference in eternicontinued on page 3
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EDITOR’S

REMARKS

My wife and I moved to a new house last summer. We really enjoy where we are now living, but one thing always
bothered me. When we bought the place, the driveway was in terrible shape. Since I work in the asphalt paving
industry, it was hard to deal with having a lousy driveway while simultaneously building nice driveways for our customers. The cracked and broken asphalt was a constant reminder that something needed to be done
In August of this year, we finally removed our old driveway and paved a brand new one in its place. During the course
of construction the grade of driveway changed substantially, and backfilling along the edges was required. As luck
would have it, we entered into an extremely rainy period, and there was no dry dirt to be found. When it finally quit
raining long enough for me to get my dirt in, it was early October. I knew it was late in the season, but I really wanted to get some grass going before winter so I spread seed and hoped for the best. As I survey the spotty and spindly
Jordan Martin
grass that has grown in the last few weeks I have come to the realization that the growing season has probably passed
me by. The passing of this season cause me to reflect on the beginning of another, five years ago.
I’m not sure what I was expecting when I sat down with Del Burkholder for lunch a few years ago. I knew Del just well enough to not have
any clue what he might have on his mind. I knew he was involved with prison ministry and worried that he might actually want me to actually go into a prison with him. I was so relieved when his only request was for me to help write and edit his newsletter. Of course, multiple
trips into prison would follow and I never would have guessed that it would be the easier part of the job. Coming up with articles and topics
to write about was more difficult than I imagined. On the flip side, I got the opportunity to meet with and talk to some interesting people. It
was such an honor to listen to the thoughts of individuals involved in ministry, both prison and otherwise.
As life gets busier and responsibilities make increasing time demands, one starts to look at ways to cut back. So, it is with a bit of sadness that
I have decided that my season as editor of the Streams of Life newsletter has ended. As coincidence would have it, one of my first interviews
was with Chaplain Zeiset from SCI Mahanoy. His daughter, Emily Bucher, will be taking over my responsibility as editor. Emily recently
served as editor to Del’s recent book “Soldiers of the Cross”. As the daughter of a long serving chaplain, I am sure she will bring a unique perspective and I am excited to see the new thoughts and ideas she will bring to these pages. It has been an honor to have been involved with
this as long as I have. I appreciate Del and the rest of the board at Streams of Life for providing me this opportunity.

Does It Really Make A Difference? continued from page 2
ty for the men I relate to? Will it make a difference for them and their families?” These questions and many others
run through my mind as I try to make the best of the opportunities and privileges God has given to us to minister in
the prisons of Pennsylvania.
I recently read a passage of scripture in 2 Chronicles 28 about one man whose name was Oded.
This one man, willing to stand all alone, faced the crowds of opposition, and went against that which was popular at
the time. He alone stood for what was right and made a difference in the lives of over 200,000 people! Because he
was willing to be available, willing to be used of God, and willing to do what God asked of him, he made a lifelong difference in the lives of these people.
This story renewed my enthusiasm for prison ministry. Recently I made a phone call to a man who attended Bible study
regularly at one of the prisons we minister in. During our time of Bible studies he shared the hopelessness he felt for
his marriage. He had been out of their lives for over five years and now was about to go home and he wanted to reenter in his role of his family. He was met with a lot of resistances which is normally the case when an father that has
been gone for so long wants to pick up where he left off.
We encouraged him to be patient and live by the principles of God’s Word as he tried to reunite his relationship
Delmar Weaver
with his wife and family. Many times he said he was through, but something always came up which prevented him
from telling her so. We shared the Word with him and other materials until the day he went home.
For months I wondered how he was doing and how things were going for him. Other volunteers and I who were helping to teach the Bible study he was in continued to pray for him. Then the day I called him I ask how things were going in his life. His response was, “God has been so good to us. My wife is standing
here beside me with a big smile on her face agreeing: things are going great.”
That comment made it all worthwhile. Even the times I felt too tired to go and put the effort into studying I can say, yes - it is worth it - a thousand times over.
There have been many other incidents and comments that have greatly blessed me as I share in the privilege of prison ministry.
Over the past almost 4 years, our family has gone through some serious health issues. One of our greatest supports has come from the brotherhood of believers behind the wires and bars. Even to this day, when I visit prisons I have not been in for a while, men will often ask, “How is your wife doing? I am praying
for her.” The regular Bible study group at Mahanoy has been such an inspiration and support to us. I can truthfully say there has never been a time that I came
home from Bible study thinking, “I wish I could have stayed home tonight.” Many nights I go tired, and EVERY night I come home blessed and energized.
Is it worth it? Without a shadow of a doubt! Our lives are being encouraged and enriched; only eternity will tell the rest of the story.
The driving force to minister is from Gods promise in Isaiah 55:11: “So is my word that goes out from my mouth: It will not return to me empty, but will accomplish what I desire and achieve the purpose for which I sent it.”
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If you would desire to financially support Streams of Life Ministries work
in prison and churches, you are welcome to give,
as you are able. All donations are tax deductible, and will
be followed with a receipt to the donor.
Checks can be made payable to: Streams of Life Ministries
PO Box 727
Brownstown, PA 17508

To contact Del Burkholder Ministries or Streams of Life Prison Ministry
717.333.0006
delspeak@dejazzd.com
www.DelBurkholderMinistries.com
Del Burkholder Ministries Inc. (DBA Streams of Life) is a 501(c) 3 non-profit organization. Del Burkholder
Ministries receives no county, state, or federal funding. It relies totally on the gifts of churches, individuals and
businesses for its support. All funds received are used for the expenses of the ministry operations.

If you would like to be taken off the Streams of Life newsletter mailing list,
please let us know by emailing delspeak@dejazzd.com or writing to
Streams of Life Ministries, PO Box 727, Brownstown, PA 17508

Erv Weaver, president of
Streams of Life, spoke of a
few needs of the ministry.
Along with the seemingly
always financial needs, people are also needed to serve
as pen pals and prayer partners. People with a passion
for aftercare and mentoring
are also needed. If you have
any interest in serving in
any of these ways, please
Erv Weaver
contact the ministry via the
contact information at the end of the newsletter.
Gerald Fox reminded us of God’s words in Galatians 5:13-14.
“You, my brothers and sisters, were called to be free. But do not
use your freedom to indulge the flesh; rather, serve one another humbly in love. For the entire law is fulfilled in keeping this
one command: “Love your neighbor as yourself.”” God has
called this group of volunteers to minister to His people in
prison. If God has called you to the same, get involved! Perhaps
He’s called you to another area of ministry. Whatever it is, don’t
forget to “Love your neighbor as yourself” as you serve.
By Emily Bucher
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