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Wernersville Community Correction Center
For inmates, the transition between life in prison and their life
back home is often a difficult one. Housing, employment, and
reconnecting with family and friends are but a few of the
issues that inmates face at the end of their sentences.
Smoothing the transition between prison and home is an issue
that doesn’t get a whole lot of attention. It’s a difficult problem,
one which lacks easy answers. Communities hesitate accepting the idea of permitting soon to be free prisoners into their
midst. No one seems to want to take the risk of trying to rehabilitate those who have broken society’s laws. While most
would acknowledge the necessity of rehabilitation, we have a
tendency to want to see it take place “somewhere else.”
According to bctv.org, there are 54 community correction
centers operating in Pennsylvania with a capacity of 5000
beds. The goal of these centers, also called half way houses, is
to help inmates at the end of their sentence smooth their transition back to the lives they left behind. By providing some of
the structure the inmates are accustomed to in prison but also
requiring them to begin making their own decisions, the hope
is that more inmates will have a successful transition.

Both Jordan and Adam attend Indiantown Menn-onite
Church. In fact, that is where they were approached about
their willingness to be a part of the ministry. Streams of
Life chaplain Delmar Weaver, who also attends
Indiantown, asked both of them to help him run one of the
Bible studies. With some hesitation, they both agreed to
serve in this way. No doubt it was challenging for these
young men to sit down and talk with inmates who were
often older and came from different backgrounds. Both
have done a great job of overcoming the differences and
really connecting with the guys at Wernersville.
Jordan and Adam explained that the men who enter this program do not have an easy time of it. While afforded freedoms
like living outside the confines of traditional prison walls,
they still have restrictions about when and where they are
allowed to be. Most do not have access to a car, so they have
to depend on someone giving them a ride or on public transportation, a challenge in a small town like Wernersville. A
typical day might find the individual leaving the center early
in the morning in order to catch a bus to their job. Their bus
probably doesn’t go directly to their place of employment, so
it is likely they have to change buses a couple of times, making what would be a short car trip into a long bus ride. Most
inmates have a difficult time getting anything other than an
entry level job, so being able to afford living expenses after
the transitional time is an issue. Inmates that are not
employed may take classes or volunteer in the community.
After work, an inmate may shop for groceries, do laundry, or
hang out in the common area. For the most part, inmates are
required to be inside the dormitory every night.

For the last couple of years, Wernersville has hosted one of
these locations. Located at the site of the Wernersville State
Hospital, the Wernersville Community Correction Center is
housed in a dormitory style building and is intended to allow
inmates who have demonstrated good behavior the opportunity to reclaim their lives. Residents of the Wernersville
Correction Center cook
their own meals, wash
their clothes, work jobs,
or volunteer in the community. For the past couple of years, Streams of
Life has overseen a Bible
study in two of these
buildings. I recently had a
chance to sit down with
two of the volunteers,
Adam Hurst and Jordan
Adam Hurst and Jordan Sauder Sauder.
Streams of Life

The Bible studies presented by the Streams of Life volunteers
are very low key. While the studies may be a series or have a
theme, the volunteers try to provoke discussion and get
everyone involved. Practical lessons seem to be the favored
topic; inmates like Bible studies that can be applied to issues
and circumstances they find themselves dealing with. Both
Jordan and Adam mentioned that they like when there is
another volunteer to help lead. There are often difficult or
complicated questions asked and it is nice to have someone to
continued on page 2
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DEL’S

THOUGHTS

Keeping the Faith
Several things have strongly
impacted me during my journey in prison ministry. One of
these times was an instance
that involved a prisoner that
was paroled from a prison we
minister in. Within the first
week that he was released, he
killed a police officer. Shortly
thereafter, I was ministering at
that particular prison and a
Del Burkholder
man took me to the front of
the auditorium and pointed to the front row. He showed
me the spot on the right side where the former inmate had
sat while I preached. It made me wonder on the effects my
teaching was having in prison.
I have law enforcement that I count as friends, and I often
find that some of them are very cynical of my efforts to
minister to inmates. They have a hard time understanding
how a person can find Jesus in jail, but after they are
released commit crimes that totally go against the teachings of Christ. While I do not give credence to some peoples suspicions regarding ex inmates, I feel released
inmates professing faith in Christ have often gave reason
for the mistrust of religion in prison. Furthermore, there
needs to be a firm reckoning with prison church bodies
when it comes to a holy walk in Jesus.

prison trips and a slice through the Ephrata Mountains on Rt.
222 I go by the area Abe lived in Ephrata. I wonder what Abe
thought, what caused his violent nature, and his crimes. I
think about the brokenness his family must have felt when
he would be taken to jail. His acceptance of Christ in prison,
his eventual and continual falls back to crime and sin when
he would be released are some other things I think about.
Abe got stuck in a cycle of salvation and crime. He was the
prototype for the “Jailhouse Christianity” individual Jim
Newsom describes in his writings. Abe needed what many
released inmates need today, to just keep the faith.
Released inmates need to be more accountable. When a
prisoner falls, he not only disgraces the chaplain and the
church, he tramples Jesus and the Cross. It is only fair to also
say that outside society has done a below average job of providing aftercare and restoration to inmates coming out. I
have seen towns turn out to oppose half way houses and
other ex-offender programs. We have witnessed people misinterpreting noble works done by John Rush and others,
which benefit the reinstatement of the offender to society.
In the end, there may be some disappointments for inmates
after their release. But whether inside or outside the walls, a
true follower of Christ must keep the faith, keep from
falling, and do the work of Christ till he hears “well done my
good and faithful servant.” Just keep on staying on in Christ.

In the Master’s Service,
My use of the 1800’s outlaw Abe Buzzard ventriloquist char- Del Burkholder
acter leads some people to see Abe’s antics as hilarious. I
must admit that at times his life is a natural comedy in itself.
However, to be truthful, I am dead serious about this character. Abe is more than just a historical ventriloquist figure Now unto him that is able to keep you from falling, and to
I am portraying. His life yields many lessons that apply to present you faultless before the presence of his glory with
my work in prison ministry. When I return from northern exceeding joy. Jude 1:24 (KJV)

Wernersville Community Correction Center continued from page 1
help out. Both young men shared that they have been challenged and encouraged through their interactions at Wernersville.
They found the men that they interact with to be both knowledgeable and humble. Inmates stay at Wernersville for up to a
year, so there are chances to build deep relationships that impact both lives.
Please keep the ministry’s work happening at Wernersville in your prayers. Please remember Melvin Nolt, Steve Nolt, and
Harold Fox, other Streams of Life volunteers that are currently serving at this location. Lastly, please keep the men living at
Wernersville Community Correction Center in your prayers. They, like many inmates all over the country, are trying to make
the difficult transition from life in prison to a new life on the outside. -by Jordan Martin
Streams of Life
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EDITOR’S

REMARKS

A Change in Perspective
Perspective is an interesting concept. The dictionary defines it as “a particular attitude toward or way of
regarding something; a point of view.” Everything in life is affected by our vantage point. Depending
on where you live and who you root for, a Philadelphia Eagles’ win could make your day. Or, it could
serve as another disheartening reminder that your team is not where you wish they were. Our perspective has a way of shaping our lives, our impressions, and what we think. If you’re anything like me, you
often find yourself stuck in a rut, seeing and doing the same things over and over. A little change in perspective can be a small step in shaking free.
For the last few years, I have been an adult Sunday school teacher at our church. Nothing big, once a
month I teach the class that my wife and I attend. It has its ups and downs, but most of the time it is something I enjoy. It is
easy to feel comfortable; I know most everyone there. Recently, our Sunday school superintendants have been trying to mix
things up. They gave each of the teachers the option to switch classrooms for a quarter. I agreed without giving it much
thought, and found myself assigned to the classroom across the hall. I didn’t discover anything earth shattering during those
weeks, but what I did realize is that those same people I nodded and smiled at every week have opinions, thoughts, and
insights that are different from what I am accustomed to. I found myself challenged, having to defend things that might have
been accepted in my normal class. Although they were only across the hall, the members of that class had different life experiences. They weren’t shy about sharing their wisdom, and I hope we both gained a little perspective from the experience.

Jordan Martin

How many of you could predict, with a fair degree of accuracy, exactly who your church pew neighbors will be next Sunday?
Yeah, I can do that too. Recently, a speaker challenged us to find a different place to sit during church. I must admit, it felt
a little strange to venture down the right side of the sanctuary. As I looked across the way at our normal pew, I realized that
this little exercise was much harder than it should have been. I don’t know if we sat in someone’s normal spot that morning
(I don’t remember any dirty looks), but I do know that I enjoyed the adventure of it all. My wife and I have made our way
over to the “far side” since that first time, and I think we realize that we miss something when we confine ourselves to one
spot. Things may look a bit different from those seats, but you know what? I think we’ll be alright.
My challenge to you is this: seek out a new perspective. Take a different way home from work and drive on a road you rarely
drive on. Talk to the person working the register that you rarely acknowledge. Let someone talk your ear off. And for goodness sake, sit on the other side of church every once in a while. I promise, the people over there do not bite.

Ventriloquist Ministry Happenings
Clinton Detweiler is a ventriloquist instructor, writer, and figure maker for the
last 50 years. Anybody that has ever been active in ventriloquism knows him as
the dean of ventriloquism. He is also a strong evangelistic Christian and has
furthered Gospel’s efforts in ventriloquism. I am so thankful that God pointed
me in his direction when I started to do this art. Here is a piece he wrote on my
latest figure, outlaw Abe Buzzard. -Del Burkholder

Nearly a century ago, Abe Buzzard, and his brother Ike, were
notorious Pennsylvania chicken thieves for more than 50
years. Periodic prison terms forced them to take breaks from
their unusual chosen career, and Abe, while serving one sentence in 1913, claimed to have "seen the light" and was
paroled. He stated his desire was to spend the rest of his life
"converting other sinners". So weekdays he went from church
Abe Buzzard, circa 1880’s

Streams of Life
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If you would desire to financially support Streams of Life Ministries
work in prison and churches, you are welcome to give,
as you are able. All donations are tax deductible, and will
be followed with a receipt to the donor.
Checks can be made payable to: Streams of Life Ministries
PO Box 727
Brownstown, PA 17508
To contact Del Burkholder Ministries or Streams of Life Prison Ministry
717.333.0006
delspeak@dejazzd.com
www.DelBurkholderMinistries.com
Del Burkholder Ministries Inc. (DBA Streams of Life) is a 501(c) 3 non-profit
organization. Del Burkholder Ministries receives no county, state, or federal funding.
It relies totally on the gifts of churches, individuals and businesses for its support.
All funds received are used for the expenses of the ministry operations.

to church throughout southeastern Pennsylvania giving
inspiring talks. Each weekend, however, he returned home
to the Welsh mountains where he was subsequently caught
robbing a hen coop. In 1929 he drew 9-18 years for chicken
theft. Death, however, released
him from serving out that
sentence.
Although Abe Buzzard is
no longer among the living, inspiring talks from
a puppet namesake will
soon
resume.
Del
Burkholder asked me to
create a likeness of Abe
Buzzard which he will use in seminars
and lectures. Using the life examples of this loveable outlaw from the 19th and early 20th century, wrapped in
humor, they will discuss obstacles that create falling away
from the faith. The saga of Abe Buzzard takes yet another
turn... (And the life of a maker of puppets is never dull.)
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