Volume 5, Winter 2011

Barnabas Project
If you happen to be driving down State Street in Ephrata and know
where to look, you will see a transformation taking place. The two
story brick house at the corner of State Street and Gerhart is in the
midst of a renovation, and a unique partnership that stands to benefit multiple locally connected ministries. Some know it as the
“Barnabas Project”.

The project house is an older structure that had fallen into disrepair. Some parts were in need of a complete redo, others just
need a fresh coat of paint and a good cleaning. The first thing to
happen was the removal of two monstrous bushes that had taken
over the entire front of the house. The old windows were replaced with new, more energy efficient windows. The
bathrooms were gutted and will soon be completely
refinished. Updated plumbing and electrical work is
an important addition. Some of the bedrooms were
lacking proper closet space, so closets were framed
out and dry walled. An upgraded kitchen and new
heating system are also on the list of improvements.

The story starts with Hinkletown Mennonite member
Shannon Martin walking
through the home during an
open house, which happens to
be located next door to his
home. A chance conversation
with a potential buyer viewing
the house at the same time led
to an interesting idea. The
buyer, who preferred to remain

The Lord has blessed this project with strong leadership and lots of help from the church and the community. The commitment of both Shannon and the
rest of the volunteers has been truly impressive. Most
weeks volunteers can be found working Monday and
Thursday nights as well as on Saturdays. Workers with limited
skills are working alongside those that have a both experience
and skills. Many businesses have also stepped up to the plate.
They have either donated goods or services or offered them at
reduced prices to benefit the Barnabas Project.

anonymous, would purchase the house and
the material to do the
remodel.
Shannon
would coordinate a
team of volunteers from
Hinkletown Mennonite and the community
to provide the labor and
skill to complete the
work. The low over-

There are still several hurdles to overcome. Obviously, a buyer
for the finished project still needs to be found. The hope is that
there will be $30,000 to split between the three ministries listed
below. If a buyer can be found privately and the real estate commission is saved, that sum can be increased.

head and volunteers
would keep costs down
and maximize the
profit to be donated to
benefit local ministries.

Please pray for the continued safety of all the volunteers and
workers on the project site. Pray that the work would continue
to go smoothly and that a buyer can be found.

With the blessing of
church leadership and
financial backing of the
investor, everything was
set. The plan hinged on
being able to obtain the house at auction for a price that was within
the budget. If the house went for too much, there simply would not
be enough left to donate. Fortunately, the house went for a reasonable price and the Barnabas Project was off and running.

• TNT is a youth ministry founded by Mike
Wenger. The ministry started as an outreach designed to reach youth who congregated in the
parking lot of Ephrata Mennonite Church. Since
then, TNT has grown to include a Monday night
Bible study as well as partnering with local school
district in providing volunteers that work with kids inside the
schools.

A little about each ministry:

continued on page 2
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D E L’ S T H O U G H T S

Why Ventriloquism?
When I broke the news to the people closest to me of my decision
to study ventriloquism, the most common reaction was, “Wow, I
got admit I didn’t see that one coming.” Actually, until May of
this year I had never ever seen a ventriloquist perform. Until
then, I had always thought of ventriloquism as being a bit corny.
Obviously, things have changed and by this December I will be a
certified ventriloquist embarking on a Christian ventriloquist act.
You may be wondering what
a holiness preacher who
waves his Bible when he
preaches has in common with
ventriloquism. It has been
suggested that I might want to
explain my reasons to the
ministry supporters and those
with questions about this sudden development.

sands of dollars to get these books to prisoners, so the realization is
that we need to raise funds in churches. I have long been saddened
to see prison ministries spend all their time in churches raising
money and end up thus doing very little prison ministry. My plan
is not to abandon my Sundays in prison pulpits, but to create a financially viable draw in churches at others times. Besides this, I believe there is a certain group of people that will not come out to
church preaching and teaching, but
will come out to a program such as
this.
The act will have a Biblical purpose,
and if people happen to find it humorous that is fine also. I believe
that laughter can heal much pain.
One of the areas I miss as a former
youth speaker is making people
laugh. I now minister in settings
where people expect deep Bible
truths from me and do not anticipate any type of humor. Using characters to proclaim Jesus will be
different, but if God can make a
donkey speak to Balaam (see Numbers 22), I believe He is capable of
using a wooden figure to lift His
name high.

What is ventriloquism? First,
it is not some form of witchcraft as some in earlier times
thought. I know well the dangers inherent in Witchcraft
and Wicca, and I taught many
lessons and Bible studies on
these subjects while doing my
Cults & Religions series. I assure you, there is no relationAnd to my many prison friends, at
ship between ventriloquism
this time I do not plan to perform in
& Witchcraft. In fact, the
prison. I intend to keep the Sunday
people under which I have
worship service for Bible preaching
studied ventriloquism and
Del & Deano the Dino
and teaching. What we are doing in
also the craftsmen making
the ventriloquial figures are strong born again Christians. They prison services has been working very well, and for this we give
want nothing more than to see ventriloquism used as an evangel- God the glory.
ism tool for Jesus Christ. Ventriloquism is an illusion. Just as magic
is an illusion of the eye; ventriloquism is an illusion of the ear. If any man speak, let him speak as the oracles of God; if any man
And trust me, I naturally produce every sound in a ventriloquist minister, let him do it as of the ability which God giveth: that God in
act.
all things may be glorified through Jesus Christ, to whom be praise
We’ve realized the success and impact my book “Soldiers of the
and dominion for ever and ever. Amen. 1 Peter 4:11 (KJV)
Cross” is having in the prison system. However, it is costing thouYWAM Haiti has become integrally involved in providing relief
and housing for those affected.

Barnabas Project
continued from page 1

• YWAM Haiti is a Youth With A Mission base located in St.
Marc, Haiti. Under the leadership of Terry Snow, the base has
been training young people, evangelizing, and serving the people of the community. After the recent earthquake,
Streams of Life

• Brethren in Christ World Missions is the outreach arm of
the Brethren in Christ church. They are committed to spreading
God’s Word throughout the world while also challenging their
members to reach out in their own communities. By
Jordan Martin
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EDITOR’S REMARKS

Hot Times
As I hustled to my vehicle on a recent cold morning, I allowed my mind to drift back a couple of months. It was
a long summer. It was hot, really hot. I remember a two week stretch when the thermometer never seemed to
drop below 90 degrees during the day. Even at night, there was little relief to be found from the constant, oppressive heat and humidity. Everyone seemed gravitate toward locations with pools, good AC, or at least a strong
fan. I’m guessing that Turkey Hill probably saw record amounts of their ice cream leaving their stores, a lot of
which I am responsible for.
During that time, not one drop of rain fell. The ground went from dry, to dusty, and then to parched. Anyone
that working outside could feel the energy being rapidly drained from their body. Farmers became concerned
Jordan Martin
about their crops, wondering if the rain would come in time to salvage them. Finally, the rain came. Everyone,
especially the farmers, breathed a sigh of relief.
So what is the point? I don’t have a lot of room this time, so I’ll make it short. We go through times like this. Life can get hot and uncomfortable. We may wonder where God has gone, and if we are ever going to experience His refreshment again. But if we wait in expectation, His cooling rains always arrive. And when God arrives, ice cream doesn’t have anything on him. Isaiah 58:11 says that “the LORD
will guide you always; He will satisfy your needs in a sun-scorched land and will strengthen your frame. You will be like a well-watered
garden, like a spring whose waters never fail.”

THE CHURCH BEHIND BARS
Every newsletter we like to bring a message of testimony from an inmate believer, behind prison walls. It has been a great joy in Christ for me to see the work that
Kerby Keller has done in serving his Savior. (Del Burkholder)

Witnessing Your Faith In Prison
As Christians we are filled with hope, because we believe in a living Savior who walks with us day by day. (Matt.
28:20) We are to testify to others about that hope. 2 Peter 2:21 tells us “To this you were called, because Christ
suffered for you leaving you an example, that you should follow in His steps”. Our primary purpose here in prison
is to be a light, a Christian presence, to other prisoners and staff alike. To do this requires preparation and setting
a good example. Just like out in society, here in prison the harvest fields are great but the workers are few.
Witnessing requires preparation. Preparation includes prayer, Bible study, and practice; a football team does
not just go out and play its first game. There is training camp and much practice before playing the first game.
Likewise we need to study the play book (Bible), praying Psalm 51:10, “Create in me a pure heart, O God, and
renew a steadfast spirit within me.” Studying and knowing God’s Word prepares us to fulfill 1 Peter 3:15 “But
in your hearts set apart Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give
the reason for the hope that you have, but do this with gentleness and respect.” I had one man question me
about “The Trinity” saying that Jesus is His own brother, father, and uncle. This man merely wanted to argue and debate with me. The
Bible warns us against such arguments in 2 Timothy 2:21, “avoid them.” As we prepare, we must put on the full armor of God so we
can take a stand against the devils schemes.
Living out your faith in prison and setting a good example, along with a gentle approach with the gospel message is one of the most
successful ways of witnessing your faith in prison. Who is going to listen to someone who does not practice what they preach? People
are always watching us as Christians. There are over 61 references to being a good example in the Bible; going as far back as Genesis
21:22 when Abraham set a good example with the treaty at Beersheba. Jesus makes many references to living out our faith and setting
a good example for those around us. In the prison setting this includes regularly attending chapel services, Bible studies, prayer, and
becoming active and involved in your prison’s church. It is also important to model the Christian life in your place of work, dining
hall, day room, and in the yard while playing sports and games. Don’t use harsh words to stir up anger but gentle answers to turn away
wrath. (Proverbs 15:1) Don’t be one who attends church and walks out the door cursing and smoking. How we conduct ourselves
testifies to what is in our hearts.
In October of 1989, while in the county prison awaiting trail and facing the death penalty, I gave it all to Jesus. With a great hunger
for God’s Word, I spent much time studying. Being in a maximum security unit we were not allowed to worship with the rest of the
prison, but were taken to the chaplain’s office for an hour each Tuesday. At the time, little did I know that another man was watching
continued on page 4
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If you would desire to financially support Streams of Life Ministries
work in prison and churches, you are welcome to give,
as you are able. All donations are tax deductible, and will
be followed with a receipt to the donor.
Checks can be made payable to: Streams of Life Ministries
PO Box 727
Brownstown, PA 17508
To contact Del Burkholder Ministries or Streams of Life Prison Ministry
717.333.0006
delspeak@dejazzd.com
www.DelBurkholderMinistries.com
Del Burkholder Ministries Inc. (DBA Streams of Life) is a 501(c) 3 non-profit
organization. Del Burkholder Ministries receives no county, state, or federal funding.
It relies totally on the gifts of churches, individuals and businesses for its support.
All funds received are used for the expenses of the ministry operations.

continued from page 3

ing me closely. It was 10 years later that I received a letter from
him telling me how he had watched me and the influence it had
on his life. A few months after I left, he accepted Jesus as his Lord
and Savior. We will never know how many people we have influenced by being a good example for Jesus.
But is it possible for Christian witnesses to damage the cause for
Christ? I think so. Take the lady who wore a “Praise the Lord” tshirt for her office visit, while telling the doctor she’d recently
had an abortion in order to save her career. Or the inmate who
was in the chapel worshipping and praising God and only an
hour later gambling in the dayroom. Consistent expression of
our new life is evidenced when we extend to others the grace
that was shown to us.
In 1 Corinthians 3:6-8 it tells us to work in unity. We are to plant
the seed and water it, but God gives the increase. We cannot do
it ourselves, only by the grace of God. To God be the glory,
Philippians 2:10-11 tells us that one day “at the name of Jesus
every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth, and under the
earth and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the
glory of God the Father.”
Keep Looking up, (Isaiah 26:3)
Kerby Keller
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