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Del took on this difficult subject to increase awareness about our
fight against an unseen enemy. Advances in science and educa-
tion have increased our reliance on our own knowledge. We live
in a world that can be proven, but the spiritual world is not prov-
able. Many believers don’t want to acknowledge that Satan is a
powerful force in this world, but we ignore it at our own risk. This
book is especially relevant for the believers behind bars. The
unique situations and individuals that they are confronted with
everyday require them to be equipped in this area. Spiritual war-
fare is a hot topic in prison, but Del saw a lack of educational infor-
mation on the issue. The book is intended to meet this need while
also providing a Bible study that goes beyond the basic level. As
Del said, “We are dealing with long-term inmates. They are more
advanced and need more complicated and advanced teaching.”

The book will be used in a variety of settings. Sometimes, Del or
another Streams of Life teacher will use the book as part of a
seminar or class. Del also hopes that this will be a book that oth-
ers will be able to pick up and teach. The books will be provided
free of charge to prisoners as much as possible. Some of the ini-
tial printing has already made it into the hands of prisoners, and
a second printing is beginning to look more likely. 

Streams of Life is excited about the new avenues of outreach that
this book opens up. We want to thank all of the supporters who
helped to make this book a reality. Please take a second to read
the appeal located in this newsletter. We want to continue to be
able to provide this resource to as many prisoners as we can.
Thanks again for the many ways you support Streams of Life.

For the last three years Del Burkholder has been developing a
book to be used both by Streams of Life and other ministries
within the prison system. There were times when it felt almost

like it was never going
to be finished, but at
last, it is here. The first
printing is already
making its way into
the hands of prisoners,
so I thought I would sit
down with Del and
get his thoughts 
on the recently com-
pleted book.

Most of the raw
material for this
book came out of a
spiritual warfare
teaching Del devel-
oped back in the

mid 90’s. He didn’t neces-
sarily see it as book material when he first began teaching the
study, but eventually the idea to use it as such began to form. He
took that teaching, added some stories to flesh it out, and insert-
ed some pictures and illustrations to make the book visually
appealing. The book uses a large amount of scripture to support
its arguments and to gently encourage the readers to get in, or
remain in, the Word. The passage of scripture chosen as the
theme verse was 2 Timothy 2:1-4 which says in part, “Endure
hardship with us like a good soldier of Christ Jesus.” 

The basic premise of the book is that we live in a fallen world,
surrounded by things that wish to destroy us. Everyone is a 
soldier for Christ, and needs to be aware of the presence of
Satan and his demons. We need to be ready and willing to do
battle with them on a daily basis. Our goal should be to fight
against the illegitimate ruler of this world, winning back souls
until the Lord returns. It is a heavy concept, one that isn’t dis-
cussed as much as it should be. Each chapter is a self contained
Bible study that can be taught by itself, but works best as a series
of studies. The aim of the book is to provide a comprehensive
look at the spiritual warfare issue that will leave the
reader/Bible study participant with the knowledge to be a more
effective “Soldier of the Cross”.

Normally it is not the practice of the Streams of Life newslet-
ter to ask for funds in its editions. However, due to the large
number of requests from prisons for the “Soldiers of the
Cross” study guide, we are asking for support to help with
this outreach. We have already needed to schedule a second
printing this summer, and shipping costs are higher than
expected. We would appreciate if you would please consider
a one time gift to Streams of Life to aid us in this project.

Also, we ask that inmates do not send donations to this work
due to the conflict of interest with our volunteer status in
state prisons. Streams of Life prison ministry supporters on
the outside will make these books available to you.

Streams of Life Board of Directors 
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We are living in a microwave society of drive through windows,
fast food, and quick lubes. Everything essential to life we try to
do quickly, we seem to devote as little time to the necessities of

life as possible. In fact, if you are
like me, I sometimes even get
too busy to eat lunch. Skipping
meals seems to be an unhealthy,
yet common trait of busy
Americans. This trend seems to
carry over into the time, or lack
of time, Christians make for the
Bible. We seem to have little
time for studying God’s Word, or
have omitted it completely. The
opposition openly opposes
Christ in this land and Christians
do not store enough of God’s
Word in their hearts to be able

combat the enemy. People want to pray and petition God for
what they want, but they don’t take time to listen to Him. You
will find that it is usually through His Word that God speaks. 
The late, legendary Bible teacher Ern Baxter told the humorous
story about how he was conducting a meeting on the gifts of the
Holy Spirit and he was laying on hands and praying for people
to experience the particular gift they most needed. A woman
came up to Ern and asked him to lay hands on her and have God
impart to her the gift of knowing the Bible, without actually
studying it. Naturally, Ern told her that God had provided His
Word to her to be read and studied and that was the only way
she could prosper in the Word. It sounds absurd that a person
would actually be naïve enough to ask that of a man of God.

However, with the shortcuts Christians take today when it comes
to the Bible, I believe some are asking for the same thing without
wanting to admit it. We want to be rich in God’s Word, but do not
take the time to open His Book.
Here are some suggestions on Bible study habits that I have used
over the years.
• Never let a day go by without opening the Word of God. Even if

it is a verse, get in the habit of reading Scripture.
• The very first thing I do before starting my day, seven days a

week, is read the Word. All other things must be second to Bible
study and prayer. It should be your first offering to God.

• Reading one chapter per sitting is often better than several
chapters at a time. It would be better to read a few verses and
have God speak the Truth into you than read large portions and
retain nothing.

• Find good evangelical commentaries to help with difficult pas-
sages. Inmates, your chaplain may be able to point you to some
resources. Nothing is better than a solid study Bible; there are
many good ones on the market. 

• Find godly men on the cell block that are mature and tested in
the Word to ask questions or get input on what God is trying
teach you.

May God enrich you in the study of His Word; let’s all learn the
Word, because darkness is approaching in our land.
In the Master’s Service,
Del Burkholder

D E L ’ S  T H O U G H T S

Christianity without the Bible?
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T H E  C H U R C H  B E H I N D  B A R S
We try regularly here in the Streams of Life newsletter to bring articles from solid Christian inmates that represent the church behind bars, and are practicing 
discipleship and other positive aspects of Christian principles. 

It has been a privilege for me to personally watch Darryl Ryan’s walk with Christ and how he disciples and teaches younger believers in prison. Del Burkholder

There are three words I would like to be able to say in every language known, but I only speak one. I’m thankful I have the liberty
to not only say my three favorite words, but I’m blessed to celebrate them as well. What are they? “I love Jesus!”
Before I was favored to embrace this expression, I was imprisoned in three ways: literally, mentally, and spiritually. I cringe in this
reflection of my former state of existence. Where, in the darkness of my mind, I searched the things of dark-
ness and unknowingly found myself pursuing a cursed life. But God, who is rich in mercy, for His great love
where with He loved us. Even where we were dead in sins, hath quickened us together with Christ (by grace
we are saved) Eph 2:4-5. Oh, I love Jesus!
I’m 50 years of age now, 35 of these have been spent in prison, and 25 of those I was lost in darkness. And yet,
I’ve seen things that have caused me to question the reality of God. I’ve done some things that only a perfect
God, in his love, could forgive. I needed a Savior who died perfectly, so I could be rescued by/through His
death. And I have such a Savior, who, through the perfection of His resurrection has redeemed me in the new-
ness of His life. Oh, how I love Jesus!
Having Jesus as Lord and Savior has filled me with many promises and has given me a secure hope. Being a
friend of Jesus has taught, and continues to teach, me the value of being accountable and responsible. At this
point, prison rules and such are no longer forms of oppression, but are opportunities to demonstrate that Jesus

The entrance of Your words gives light; It gives understanding
to the simple. Psalms 119:130 (NKJV)

continued on next page
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makes a difference in people and their lives. “Let your light shine before men that they may see your good works and glorify your
Father which is in heaven” Matthew 5:16. I’m grateful for the privilege to be on display as an ambassador for Christ, to bring honor
and glory to my God… that His Kingdom might be enlarged. 
I admit, sometimes the church seems small and indifferent in prison. It is as if the church is operating according to a fine print sec-
tion of the Gospel, reserved for special branches, who’s grafting in, is under serious question. Well, as for me, I’ve been washed. I’ve
been sanctified. I’ve been justified in the name of Jesus, and by the Spirit of God. And although I currently remain in prison, I’m no
longer in darkness, I’ve been forgiven and I’m free in Jesus.
“He that hath my commandments, and keepth them, and he that loveth me shall be loved by my Father, and I will love him, and will
manifest myself to him.” John 14:21.
My name is Darryl Ryan, I love Jesus, and He’s first in my life.
God Bless, in His love, Brother Darryl

It is said that football is popular because it combines two things Americans seem to love, men running into each
other and committee meetings. A normal football play has about five seconds of action, followed by about a
thirty seconds of planning and strategizing before the next play is executed. Compared to most other sports,
this would be an exceedingly slow pace of action. However, compared to the annual NFL draft, a game appears
positively action packed. The NFL draft is dreadfully boring to watch, with each 15
second pick announcement sandwiched between 5-10 minutes of media analysts
trying to guess who the next pick will be.

For the uninitiated, the NFL draft is a once a year event when all of the teams gath-
er in New York City to select players from the college level. Team personnel and

fans pour over reams of data, trying to decide which players will be a success at the pro level. I must admit, I
too follow the event closely. I hope against hope that my beloved Chicago Bears will finally land a player that
can lead us to a Superbowl victory. 

One would think that the first overall pick should be guaranteed success in the NFL. How hard can it be to pick the most promising
player in college football and turn him into a successful pro? Sadly, it is harder than you think. Some fall victim to injuries, others never
seem to be able to make the transition.  Still others seem to be perfectly happy collecting their million dollar paychecks and nothing
more. I recently watched a special on the number one pick from 2007, Oakland Raiders quarterback JaMarcus Russel. Here was a guy
who seemed to be a sure thing. He is able to throw the ball 80-90 yards while standing, and 60 yards FROM HIS KNEES! The Raiders
thought they had a quarterback they could build a franchise on, and gave him a six year contract with $32 million dollars guaranteed.

Unfortunately, things did not work out as planned. The team and fans soon realized that he was not the player they thought he was. He
held out until the team gave him the contract he thought he deserved. When he finally showed up at practice, he appeared lazy and unmo-
tivated. Stories leaked out about his habit of sleeping during team meetings and not studying his playbook. All of these things culminated
last year in a season where he went from the starter, to third string, to someone many expect will be eventually released from the team.
There have been many other players who never lived up to the hype, but JaMarcus may be the one who fails most spectacularly.

Compare him with the story of Peyton Manning. He was also a highly lauded prospect coming out of college, and went to the Indianapolis
Colts with the first pick in the 1998 draft. His career has taken an entirely different course. He is admired for the time he spends prepar-
ing for his opponents, both on the practice field and in the film room. He knows his own team’s offense inside and out, and his coach
allows him to call the plays he feels are best. He has gotten the most out of his talent, and has a Superbowl win to show for it.

I’m guessing that by now most readers are beginning to wonder if there is a point to all of these football anecdotes. Trust me, there is.
Did you know that in God’s eyes we are all number one picks? He has chosen all of us, and knows exactly the role he wants us to fill on
his team. We may not share much in common with the athletes mentioned above. Most of us aren’t rich, don’t have exceptional ath-
letic skills, or are not known outside of our communities. However, we are all faced with a choice. Are we going to “take it easy” spiri-
tually and let others do the hard work? Do we feel that we have “made it”, and are happy to be mediocre the rest of our lives? Or are
we determined to get the absolute most out of the gifts and talents (whatever they may be) God has given us? God wanted all of us on
his team, and now He’s looking to see what we can do to bring glory to Him.

First Round Pick
E D I T O R ’ S  R E M A R K S

Jordan Martin

The Church Behind Bars
continued from previous page



PO•Box 727
Brownstown,•PA•17508

www.DelBurkholderMinistries.com

Streams of Life Newsletter
Editor - Jordan Martin
Publishing & Design - Bock Creative
Music Coordinator - Derrill Burkholder
Ministry Director - Del Burkholder
President of the Board - Erv Weaver
Associate Director - Delmar Weaver
Treasurer - Dean Burkholder

If you would desire to financially support Streams of Life Ministries
work in prison and churches, you are welcome to give, 

as you are able. All donations are tax deductible, and will 
be followed with a receipt to the donor.

Checks can be made payable to: Streams of Life Ministries
PO Box 727
Brownstown, PA 17508

To contact Del Burkholder Ministries or Streams of Life Prison Ministry
717.333.0006

delspeak@dejazzd.com
www.DelBurkholderMinistries.com

Del Burkholder Ministries Inc. (DBA Streams of Life) is a 501(c) 3 non-profit 
organization. Del Burkholder Ministries receives no county, state, or federal funding. 
It relies totally on the gifts of churches, individuals and businesses for its support. 
All funds received are used for the expenses of the ministry operations.

"Which Kind Are You?"
A lot of Christians are like wheelbarrows

—not good unless pushed.

Some are like canoes
—they need to be paddled.

Some are like kites
—if you don't keep a string on them, they fly away.

Some are like kittens
—they are more contented when petted.

Some are like a football
—you can't tell what way they will bounce next.

Some are like balloons
—full of wind and ready to blow up.

Some are like trailers
—they have to be pulled.

Some are like lights
—they keep going on and off.

And there are those who always seek to let the Holy Spirit lead them.

—Encyclopedia of 15,000 Illustrations


