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Connections at Mahanoy
I recently had the opportunity to sit down and talk with
Gerald Fox. Gerald is an Associate Pastor at Hinkletown
Mennonite Church where he has served for the past six
years. He and his wife, Tracy, are the parents of four:
Alicia, Jared, Adam, and Brianna. The last few years Gerald
has served as a part time Bible Study leader for Streams of
Life. Roughly 5-6 times a year he makes the trip up to SCI
Mahanoy to lead the Monday night Bible study.

aren’t afraid to ask the tough question. Their interest in
theology is another strong connecting point. Gerald loves
theology, and enjoys immersing himself in the details of
church doctrine and practices. The fact that a lot of the
inmates share this passion leads
to some spirited, though possibly
off-subject, discussions.
Gerald culls many of his Bible
study topics from previous serStreams of Life
mons. He said that he isn’t there
Pastor Gerald Fox
regularly enough to be able to do
a series on a specific subjects, so instead he reworks and
expands some of his sermons for use in prison. Gerald
recalled one time in particular when he spoke on honoring
our parents. That subject really seemed to bring out a lot of
emotions as inmates talked about their memories, or lack
of memories, of their parents. Gerald talked in particular
about how our relationship with our father shapes who we
are, and also how we view God.

Gerald was finishing up a stint as a member of school board
at the private school his children attend when Del
Burkholder first asked to help with the Bible study. The
timing was good for
Gerald; he was
done with the
school board and
was settling in as a
pastor. He also
missed teaching,
something
his
increased responsibilities at church
precluded
him
from doing. So,
with some mild
apprehension, he
accepted
Del’s
offer to lead the
Bible study on an as
Gerald and his wife, Tracy
with their children
needed basis.
Alicia, Jared, Adam, and Briana

One time, a scheduling conflict led to only two inmates
attending the class. In this personal setting Gerald and the
inmates were able to get to know each other on a very personal level, something that is difficult with the larger
group. It’s interesting that one of Gerald’s fondest memories doesn’t involve a Bible study with a large turnout, but
rather a few guys sitting around getting to know each other
for real. Isn’t that what being a Christian is about?
Please continue to keep Gerald in your prayers as he serves
at both at Hinkletown and at SCI Mahanoy. Also remember Del Burkholder and Delmar Weaver as they minister
in correctional institutions across Pennsylvania.

Gerald has found that he really enjoys leading the Bible
study. At first, he could feel the participants evaluating
him. But as they got more comfortable and started to warm
up to him, things started to click. Gerald appreciates the
openness and the honesty of the Bible studies. Participants
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DEL’S

THOUGHTS

As in the Days of Noah
I am currently working on a series of lessons that deals with what happened during
Noah’s tenure on earth. Genesis 6:1-4 presents more questions then answers for us.
Were the Sons of God really disobedient angels that cohabitated with human
women to create a race of giants that were
opposed to God? While theologians have wrestled with that question for centuries we don’t
know for sure what happened, but we do know
the individuals that lived during Noah’s day
were evil. God had no choice but to destroy the
earth and to erase all mankind with the exception of Noah and his family. How could man be
that evil in God’s eyes that the only solution
was to start over with man through Noah’s
righteous line? I was also recently working on a
message from 2 Peter 2:5-9 that talked of Lot’s
righteousness while living in Sodom and
Gomorrah. Anyone that has ever researched
Lot’s life must admit there does not appear to
Del Burkholder
be many bright spiritual moments in his life, so
I hope you appreciate my struggle with putting a positive spin on that message. But
again, I thought of Sodom and Gomorrah and how a city could be that vile that
there was no alternative but for God to send fire from Heaven and totally destroy
it. How could a whole city be that evil? How did they, like those in the time of
Noah, do so much evil that would cause such a response from Heaven?
I believe it was Billy Graham who said that on judgment day America is going to need
to apologize to Sodom and Gomorrah, because Sodom and Gomorrah were
destroyed and America hasn’t been. Really, how different are we from those situa-

tions? We as Christians ridicule the hapless actions of Lot during
his lifetime, but at least he is referenced as being torn by the sin
around him. Lot may have been a failure as a man of God, but at
least his soul was outraged. Are we as Christians outraged at the
descent of our country into the murky waters of immorality? In
Matthew 24:37-39 Jesus tells us the end days before his return
will be as the days of Noah were. It is time we as children of God
stand up for what is right and call sin for what it is.
In my book “Soldiers of the Cross”, which should be ready for
release this summer, there is a chapter on a lesson I have often
taught called “Guerilla Christianity”. It is about our battle
against a world under the temporary dominion of an illegitimate ruler, Satan, and how we can propagate the Gospel, and
through the Word of God, take back areas under the evil one’s
control. We need to do our part and be witnesses on the streets
and in the towns of our community. We need to gain back as
many souls as possible before our legitimate ruler Jesus returns.
Fellow Christians, don’t stand by and do nothing; you can make
a difference in a world that groans for redemption.
Watch ye therefore, and pray always, that ye may be accounted
worthy to escape all these things that shall come to pass, and to
stand before the Son of man. Luke 21:36 (KJV)
In the Master’s Service,
Del Burkholder
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Does It Really Make A Difference?
I have often been asked if it really makes a difference to share the Word of God in the prison. Does
it really change lives? I am convinced the Word of God is changing lives, and will continue to make
a difference in the lives of these men and in the lives that they touch. As I look back over the years
of my life I have no doubt about the power and effectiveness of the Word of God as it relates to
changing our lives.
Does it really make a difference? Maybe the best way to answer that is to let you decide. I consider it a privilege to be able to enter the Correctional Institutes in PA. I see our prison ministry as a
fair trade agreement, I share the Word of God, they pray for me. That has been a good arrangement over the past several years. In spite of what some people think, we preachers are human, and
the rain falls on our heads like everyone else's. Over the past several years, we as a family have
experienced several faith challenging experiences.
A year and a half ago we were blessed with our 8th grandchild, our second grandson. We were told
that he had taken fluid into his lung during birthing and needed to be on oxygen for a few hours.
When we arrived to see him it was obvious he was struggling to breath. He seemed to be doing betDelmar and his wife, Linda
ter as the evening went on, but at 4:00AM the next morning, the doctors came to his parent’s room
and said they had the “Life Lion” helicopter from Hershey Medical Center on the way to air lift him
to Hershey. He was struggling severely for each breath and needed immediate help. For the next week Owen hung in the balance between
life and death, each day was an answer to prayer. Our first call, after the family, was to our church family. The next group of prayer warriors
we sent word to, via Del Burkholder, was those at the prison where we have a weekly Bible study.
The next week when it was my turn to teach at SCI Mahanoy, I was overwhelmed with the prayers and concern of my brothers in our Bible
class. Over the next few weeks, every prison we held services at, I shared of Owens need for healing. Every time, we were prayed for and
continued on next page
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EDITOR’S

REMARKS

Mindless Christianity?
It is no secret that we live in a world that is becoming increasingly hostile to the things of God and Christianity. Daily we
are reminded on TV and the Internet that Christians are simpletons, clinging to their outdated beliefs in a world that has
passed them by. What is our response? What is our role? Do we resign ourselves to quietly trying to stay out of the way?
In Matthew 10:6 Jesus tells us “Behold, I send you out as sheep in the midst of wolves. Therefore be wise as serpents and
harmless as doves." It is tempting to wall ourselves off from the society and wait for it all to be over. But God still has a
plan for us, a purpose that is all about spreading his love and sharing his plan of salvation with those who are unbelievers. How good of a job are we doing?
For most believers, faith is something that is deeply personal. There are some things we just know, and may have a difficult time explaining. However, I think it is important that we be able to give a rational and logical defense of our faith.
Jordan Martin
The idea of Christian apologetics has been around for a long time; one could even call Paul the original apologist. Thomas
Aquinas, C.S. Lewis, and Ravi Zacharias are well known examples of those whom have passionately (and publicly) defended the faith. Of course,
there are some things we will not fully understand until we get to heaven, and I acknowledge that. But, we should not use that as an excuse for our
intellectual laziness. I believe we should be able to explain how we can know God exists. We should be able to explain why Creationism makes
sense, and point out the glaring flaws in the theory of Evolution. In first 1 Peter 3:15 the author implores us to “Always be prepared to give an answer
to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have. But do this with gentleness and respect”. Jesus often took on the intellectuals of his day. They would plot ways to
trap him with his words, but he was a too nimble for that. Are we ready and able to engage
those who wish to trip us up in the same way?
If we refuse to engage intellectually with those that believe differently than us, we continuously propagate the idea that being a Christian requires the suspension of critical thinking. It
seems that some Christians have surrendered the area of higher education. At many colleges
and universities results have been sobering; professors belittle Christians and Christianity
without anyone protesting. Young Christians, unsure of their faith, start to believe that there
aren’t any intelligent followers of Christ. Their faith grows progressively weaker as they see
their original beliefs and values reflected in but a few people. I believe that our colleges and
universities don’t have to be dominated by thinking that is the antithesis of Christian values and
Don’t let your
brain become captive.
beliefs. We need to raise up a new generation of believers that are passionate about their faith, and are
unafraid to talk about it. The tools are out there; films, books, and teachings are readily available and can equip us for this important work.
To sum it all up, I know that no one is going to be won to Christ through the use of an intellectual argument. Only through a profound understanding of their need of a Savior will a person reach the point of truly desiring to commit. That fact does not excuse us from our responsibility to be
engaged and informed believers, willing and able to gently but firmly explain why we believe what we believe. God has called us be his representatives here on earth; it would make sense that he would want us to know what we are talking about.

Does It Really Make A Difference?
continued from previous page

encouraged from verses they would share and words of reassurance. Every week Del went to the prison the men would send words of encouragement, letting us know they were praying for our family. These prayer warriors, along with many others prayed Owen back to complete
healing. After almost five weeks at Hershey Medical Center, he arrived home and today is full of energy and blessings from the prayers of
people who cared.
Just three month after Owens experience, my wife was diagnosed with an adrenal gland tumor. Following surgery at Johns Hopkins Hospital
in Baltimore, it was determined that she had a rare type of cancer. Once again the church body at the prisons took up the needs of our family and prayed us through those trying times of uncertainty and anxiety. Every institute we ministered in for the next few months, I was always
told they were praying for Linda and me. Our hearts were especially touched when we received cards from the brothers in our Bible class,
made and signed by each member. We are now a year down the road and Linda is doing great, no signs of recurrence, praise the Lord!!! Never
does a time go by, when I teach my monthly class, that someone doesn't ask how Linda is doing. They never quit caring.
Three months after Linda's surgery, our three year old granddaughter was diagnosed with a rare infection that sent her to Hershey Medical
Center. Again our prison family held us up in prayer, praying for her healing. In a few days she was back to good health.
Three months later our friend, and the father-in law of our son, was diagnosed with terminal cancer. A few months later, he went to be with
the Lord, leaving a huge vacancy in the life of his family. Once again the body of believers at the prison was there, praying and encouraging
us in a difficult time.
I share all this to answer the question I started out with, does it really make a difference? Yes, without a doubt these men’s lives have been
changed from self-centered lives, to caring about others and putting the needs of others before their own, I see it happen regularly. Their prayers
and love helped us through various difficulties. Does it make a difference? It did for us, and we will be forever grateful. Keep it up Church!
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If you would desire to financially support Streams of Life Ministries
work in prison and churches, you are welcome to give,
as you are able. All donations are tax deductible, and will
be followed with a receipt to the donor.
Checks can be made payable to: Streams of Life Ministries
PO Box 727
Brownstown, PA 17508
To contact Del Burkholder Ministries or Streams of Life Prison Ministry
717.333.0006
delspeak@dejazzd.com
www.DelBurkholderMinistries.com
Del Burkholder Ministries Inc. (DBA Streams of Life) is a 501(c) 3 non-profit
organization. Del Burkholder Ministries receives no county, state, or federal funding.
It relies totally on the gifts of churches, individuals and businesses for its support.
All funds received are used for the expenses of the ministry operations.
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