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If you happen to be driving around one weeknight in the future, take a
ride down Church Street, Ephrata. If you are not looking for it, it is pos-
sible that you could drive right by The Bridge without even noticing. It
is a large brick building, and a small sign on the front only partially pre-
pares you for what lies inside.

What is “The Bridge”? Well, it depends what night you are there. On
Monday night, adult men play basketball in the upstairs gym. The other
nights are reserved for a particular age group, elementary or middle
school. Overseeing all of this is the Director, Keith Sauder. Keith is well
suited for this job; he is outgoing, smiles a lot, and doesn’t get over-

whelmed by loud and energetic
kids. Keith has been the leader
for the past two years.

Bruce Fasnacht founded The
Bridge in the early 90’s. He saw
a need for the kids of Ephrata to
both have a safe place to hang
out and be positively influ-
enced by someone. He led the
ministry until two years ago
when he felt God calling him to
missionary work in Turkey.
Keith was in a youth pastor

position in a church nearby and was connecting with The Bridge
through that avenue. Bruce asked him to come on as director after he
left and Keith has been there ever since.

A lot has changed in the last two years. Keithmarried Kate almost a year
ago and they both have had to learn how to balance their newmarriage
with a ministry that takes place primarily in the evenings, time normal-
ly spent together. Local churches like Cornerstone Mennonite and
Dove Christian Fellowship provide crucial volunteers that allow Keith
time to not be there. The volunteers are a big part of what has made The
Bridge an effective ministry.

Recently, there has been a lot of uncertainty surrounding the building
that they currently occupy. Currently, they rent the building from
Donecker’s, a nearby business. Recently, Donecker’s started the process
of selling some parts of their business. There was hope that the building
would be donated to the ministry. This did not come to pass and there
is still quite a bit of uncertainty. It is possible that the building could be
sold thus forcing The Bridge to look for a new location.

Keith explained that the location they are at now is perfect to reach the
kids of Ephrata. They have both a gym and a large multipurpose room
that can accommodate upwards of fifty kids. It is also a strategic location.

The Ephrata Borough police refer to the surrounding blocks as “the tri-
angle”, and approximately 66% of all calls originate from this area. The
Bridge provides a safe place for the local kids to go, one that is within
walking distance from their homes. Keith doesn’t know what the future
holds for the ministry
or the building, but is
just “ready to find out
what happens”.

What Keith does
know is that God has a
plan for the ministry.
Keith would love to
start an afternoon
program for the local
kids. Middle school
students have little to do after school leaves out. They are too young to
work, but old enough for their parents to leave them home alone. This
combination has led to problems with petty crime, drugs, and teenage
pregnancy.

As with most ministries, there are things The Bridge needs on a regular
basis to keep operating. The current building is quite old, and combin-
ing that with rambunctious kids means there are always things to be
done to keep the building standing. The need for volunteers is ongoing,
especially those who know how to play basketball. Keith said that this
night is always the hardest to get volunteers for. So if you know how to

play a little basket-
ball and have
Monday nights
free……..well, you
get the picture.
Lastly, every min-
istry needs a certain
amount of funding
to continue operat-
ing. The uncertainty
of their current
building situation
means that there

needs to be a plan for the future. Any donations, whether time or
financial, would be greatly appreciated. They can be mailed to 828
Pleasantview Drive, Ephrata, PA 17522.

Please keep The Bridge in your prayers.

Volume 2, Winter 2007

POBox727
Brownstown,PA17508

www.DelBurkholderMinistries.com

Streams of LifeNewsletter
Editor- Jordan Martin Music Coordinator- Derrill Burkholder
Ministry Director- Del Burkholder President of the Board- Erv Weaver
Prison Coordinator- Delmar Weaver Treasurer - Dean Burkholder

If you would desire to financially support Streams of Life Ministries work in prison and churches, you are welcome to give, as you are able. All
donations are tax deductible, and will be followed with a receipt to the donor.

Checks can be made payable to: Streams of Life Ministries To contact Del Burkholder Ministries or Streams of Life Prison Ministry
PO Box 727 717.333.0006
Brownstown, PA 17508 delspeak@dejazzd.com

www.DelBurkholderMinistries.com
Del Burkholder Ministries Inc. (DBA Streams of Life) is a 501(c) 3 non-profit organization. Del Burkholder Ministries receives no county, state, or federal funding. It relies totally on
the gifts of churches, individuals and businesses for its support. All funds received are used for the expenses of the ministry operations.

Keith and Kate Sauder

Volume 2, Winter 2007

Special Note from Del Burkholder
Marc Hostetler and I will be traveling to Nigeria to do meetings from March
29 through April 1, 2008, for the African Global Ministries Network. These
meetings will be held in Cross River State, Nigeria. The meetings will
include pastor conferences during the day and open-air evangelistic meet-
ings at night. We have also been invited to Nigeria Prisons and will minis-
ter as time allows. Please lift this time up as a prayer item. Pray that God
would move in Nigeria and for safe travel for Marc and me.

Bridging the Streets of Ephrata



In customer service there is the often asked question, “Have we met your
expectations?” I have gone to a much-anticipated restaurant only to find the
food or service has not lived up to my expectations. Or maybe, to my prison

friends, the evening meal was not quite as
good as you hoped. Actually, I’ve found that
most prison food is of good quality, especial-
ly the chicken at Houtzdale SCI. The point I
am trying to make is often we judge every-
thing to our own levels in society and God is
no different. So has God met your expecta-
tions in your own life? And if not, why not?

In my ministry I have seen men and women
desert the faith, and I wonder how this is pos-
sible. I have seen inmates get bad news from
home and stop going to church or Bible
Study because they feel God has not been

faithful to them. Elsewhere in this paper, Christian inmate Joe Shaeffer writes
about the problems of prisoners falling away and the discipleship efforts going
on behind bars. When people walk away from the faith, I wonder why they got
involved in Christianity in the first place. If God is not meeting our expecta-
tions, then we must be honest in asking ourselves why that is. Is it because he
hasn’t indulged us by giving us all of our “wants”? Is it possible that our person-
al needs are more important to us than serving him?

Bible teacher Bob Mumford often gave the illustration of when God the Holy
Spirit comes to reside in us, there may be a conflict betweenGod and ourselves.

Two people often have problems getting along when they
share the same house; evidences in the broken marriages in
our country today. When two people live together one or
both must change something to make it work. When God,
the Holy Spirit, comes to reside in us he says that one of us
is going to have to change. Later God says, “and I change not
for I am the Lord thy God.” (I Samuel 15:29 and Psalms
110:4). From this we can quickly deduce which one of us is
going to need to do the changing in the relationship.

The question then arises; if God isn’t meeting our expecta-
tions maybe we need to consider doing some changing in
our own lives so we can meet God’s expectations. If we are
honest we will find that God is not coming up short for us
but rather that we are coming up short for him. Therein lies
the problem in our spiritual lives. Remember, when it
comes to changing God he has said, “I am the Lord thy God
and I change not.” So let’s stop worrying about what God
isn’t doing for us, and start moving the kingdom forward for
him.

God has far exceeded my expectations. Can you say the
same?

In the Master’s Service,
Del Burkholder

D E L ’ S T H O U G H T S

Is God meeting your Expectations?
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Del Burkholder

The Gauntlet of Prison Discipleship

T H E C H U R C H B E H I N D B A R S
In every newsletter we are featuring an inmate’s column that is involved in the effort to disciple others for Jesus. In this issue, Joe Shaeffer shares his experience as an
inmate mentor behind bars. I have admired Joe’s passion for the cause of Christ and I regard him as one of the best inmate Bible scholars in the Pennsylvania Correctional
System. (Del Burkholder)

I am a Life Sentenced inmate, who has been incarcerated almost 26 years. Having been in various state prisons over those years, I have seen and experi-
enced the challenges of discipleship in prison both in my own life and in others.

I know many believe that everyone comes to prison and “finds God.” Ironically, it is that stereotypical image that is one of the
main obstacles to discipleship in prisons. I have found only 10-15% of the prison population regularly participates in Sunday
Services. Of that amount, only half of them are actively being discipled in the Bible.

Now it is the image of all inmates becoming “born again” that often leads the outside world to discount professions of faith by
inmates. Often this instills a sense of futility in those seeking to grow their faith. Contrary to popular belief, the parole board
does not favor those professing Christ, and there are no prison incentives that favor Christians.

Furthermore, some prison staff may actually question an individual’s motives. They base this on the adage; “He wasn’t going to
church when he was on the streets.” Often, fellow inmates at best discount, or at worst openly jeer, those who seek discipleship in
the Word. Christianity is viewed by many in prison as a crutch for the weak, a con by the slick, or a refuge for those who commit-
ted crimes disdained even by other inmates.

If an inmate is willing to lay aside how all those groups view him, he may face other issues. There are gang pressures and loyalties, reputations, old self-
images, and fears of trusting others that an inmate must deal with before he is willing to sit in a dayroom and study his Bible with other believers. There
are also racial divisions and poor reading levels that some must also overcome.

Additionally, there are pressures of other religious groups to join their sect. A convert from another religion to Christianity may face reprisals. For exam-
ple, an apostate from Islam is seen by Muslims as worse than an unbeliever. African-American inmates in particular face pressure to join Islam and not
Christianity.

Now if that gauntlet was not enough, there are the personal demons many in prison have. There are drug and alcohol addictions, memories of abusive
childhoods, and emotional and mental struggles that must be dealt with. Then there is the deep sense of guilt and shame many experience because of
their crimes and failures in life. It leaves them with a sense of worthlessness and feelings that there is no way God could love them.

Consequently, discipleship in prison can not be merely imparting doctrinal teachings. It must be able to heal wounds, confront lies, refute opposing
groups, and show itself relevant to the real life struggles of the incarcerated. It would be easy for those in prison ministry to become discouraged, disillu-
sioned, or even cynical in attempts to disciple inmates. On the other hand, I have found some of the most scripturally knowledgeable and personally trans-
parent with powerful testimonies amongst the incarcerated. Men likeMoses, Jepthah, Samson, David, Manasseh, and the Apostle Paul all either commit-
ted immoral deeds, murder, or acts of violence that would be criminal by today’s standards. God is still doing a redemptive work amongst those who have
fallen the furthest. He is still seeking those willing to run the gauntlet to disciple those who are incarcerated. Yes, you will find those who, when released,
will slip back into old habits. There are also those who may try and use other Christians for personal gain. However, the only prison rehabilitation that
will truly work is that based upon the redemptive power of Christ Jesus.

In Christ’s Service,
Joe Shaeffer

Growing up I remember a song called “Have patience” that was frequently played on the radio. It went
something like “have patience, have patience, don’t be in such a hurry…” To be honest, it was hard to have
patience as a child. Everything was always just around the corner. First Christmas, then summer vacations,
high school, driving, etc. These events could never arrive fast enough.

Now, one rarely feels like the days are dragging. Maybe it is how busy we keep ourselves, but I rarely hear
anyone complain about how slow his or her life is.We live in a “microwave” society.We expect, no we actu-
ally demand, that our pizza be ready in thirty minutes or less and that our fast food order be filled in the
time it takes us to drive from the menu to the pickup window. Patience is in short supply today, but that
shouldn’t come as a surprise. It is needed for virtually nothing.

I was reminded of this during some recent Sunday school classes. Over a period of several weeks we looked at the story of Joseph.
We started with his beginnings as the favored son and continued all the way to his ascent to power in Egypt. The key thing to remem-
ber about Joseph’s life is that he exhibited patience during some very trying events. This was especially true during his time spent in
prison after being an important member of Potiphar’s house. Not only was he wrongfully accused, he probably felt that he should-
n’t have been in Egypt in the first place. It would have made sense for him to shake his fists in fury at the injustice of it all. Instead
he patiently waited for God to reveal to him his plan for the situation.

After the wine taster and the baker came to him with their dreams, Joseph probably felt that this was going to be his ticket out. God
provided him with interpretations to facilitate his release, or so he may have thought. Instead he languished for two more years in
prison as the wine taster completely forgot about him. Joseph remained patient, and eventually God used him to save the lives of his
family, and a great many others.

What is the point for us? We live in a fast-paced culture, but that doesn’t mean that the need for patience has passed. If we slow
down, rather than rush into everything, we can more readily receive the plan that God has for us. We may not save our family from
death like Joseph did, but maybe we’ll end up avoiding that drive-thru a few times.

Patience
E D I T O R ’ S R E M A R K S

Jordan Martin

“The inconsistencies of Christian people who while professing to believe their Bible were yet
content to live just as they would if there were no such Book, has been one of the strongest
arguments of my skeptical companions.” Hudson Taylor cited in the Berean Call, October 07.
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