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"Tales of the Incarcerated 2007"
Presented by Delmar Weaver & Del Burkholder

Gospel Music by Hearts for Correction

Everyone Welcome!!!

Sunday, September 16th at 7:00 PM at the Hinkletown Mennonite Church

Alabama Prison Revivals
For most of us, winter activities include skiing, snowmobiling, hunting,
and trying to stay warm. However, for a devoted group of volunteers,
winter means traveling to Alabama for the annual We Care prison crusades. We Care is a prison outreach program based in Atmore,
Alabama. Besides conducting these annual crusades, We Care also provides many Alabama prisons with year-round, assistant chaplains.
During the crusades seventeen different prisons open up their doors to
volunteers from all over the country. Recently, I had a chance to talk
with two long serving volunteers about their experiences in Alabama.

easy to overlook the importance of encouraging the
church body in prison.
Prisoners enjoy the chance to
speak with those from the
outside, and volunteers have
an excellent opportunity to
use those conversations to
spur on Christians.

Gene Nolt has been going on these prison crusades for fifteen years.
Almost all of that time has been spent ministering in the Draper facility. Every year Gene and a committed group from Hinkletown
Mennonite Church travel to Alabama. Gene shared that during the
time that he has been going, over fifty different individuals from HMC
have made the trip.

Both Gene and Leon spoke
about the importance of the Gene Nolt & Lee Sensenig
chaplain within a prison. The outside Draper Prison
volunteers are in there for a week but the chaplain gets to see these
prisoners throughout the year. In Draper, Gene has worked with
Chaplain Whiting the years he has been going there. He said that it has
been a pleasure working with him and has helped to solidify the commitments prisoners may make during the We Care week.

Leon Martin attends Middle Creek Church of the Brethren and has
been going to Alabama for eighteen years. For the last two years the
group from Middle Creek has been serving in St. Clair. Their group of
volunteers has had the unique opportunity to serve in a number of different prisons within Alabama. It is no doubt challenging to have to
adapt to new situations, but
has given them the chance to
meet numerous prisoners.

Serving in a variety of prisons has allowed Leon to see the difference a
disinterested chaplain can make. Not only does the church body suffer
it can also make it harder for the We Care volunteers to get in at all.
However, if the warden and the chaplain are familiar with We Care, it
makes them a whole lot more receptive. Wardens often report a calm
within the prison following the We Care crusade. This is a huge testimony to the power of God working through the volunteers. Leon is looking
forward to serving in St. Clair again next year because a We Care chaplain assistant will have
begun working within the
prison. Not only does he
expect to find a more
vibrant and energized
church, but also an atmosphere that will be more
open and receptive.

Consistently going to the
same facility has allowed
Gene and the others to nurture relationships, not only
with the prisoners but with
other team members and volunteers as well. Since the
Leon R. Martin served at
other volunteers from all over
St. Clair Correctional
the country have remained
consistent, the group from HMC has had the opportunity to build trust
with them. Gene talked about how important that trust is when ministering within the walls of Draper. He shared one story in particular, in
which he was faced with a series of difficult questions from one of the
inmates. Because he felt comfortable with the other volunteers, he was
able to go and get one of them to help him out. Unity is built a variety
of ways. Every morning after a shared breakfast, there is a teaching session for an hour and a half. This prepares the volunteers for the day
ahead and continuously equips them for what they may face.

It is important to continue
to pray for our fellow
Christians living in prison. It is especially important to remember those
who are released; it is not an easy transition. Also remember to pray for
those We Care chaplain assistants who are serving in Alabama. They are
on the front lines of the battlefield.
Draper Prison Volunteer Team

Prison ministry may not be for everyone, but that doesn’t
mean that one shouldn’t find out first hand. Both Gene and Leon would
recommend spending a week in Alabama to everyone. It is important
for all of us to get out of our comfort zone occasionally and dive into a
new experience. God won’t let us sink. -Jordan Martin

The main purpose of the crusades is for the volunteers to interact with
prisoners and have opportunities to share Christ. Leon shared that it is
always amazing to see people come to Christ. Additionally, he said it is
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What Ever Happened to the Bible?
Recently I was informed about a Christian leader that had lectured at an event in
our area. When I was told what the individual spoke on I was angered and in disbelief. After much thought and prayer, God
revealed to me that this brother indeed loved
Jesus as much as me and was probably just
teaching what he believed God had laid on his
heart. I believe his intentions were well
meant, but well meaning intentions doesn’t
always equate to correct Theology.
This situation caused me to think about when
and where we have lost the Bible in the
church. It was during the reign of Josiah (2
Kings 22) that he ordered the temple
Del Burkholder
repaired. While they were remodeling, the
high priest found a copy of the book of the Law. They were so backslidden that
they actually had lost the book of the Law in God’s house. Today, I question if
churches have not lost the Bible inside the house of God.

illiterate. I am also doubtful that Christians attending church
are learning about grace, justification, sanctification and other
important tenets of our faith. Hosea 4:6 says, “My people are
destroyed for lack of knowledge”. It is the minister or Bible
teacher’s duty to teach the word of God, not some manmade
jargon that falls on itchy ears and pleases one’s ego. The Bible
is not boring, and it is the teacher’s duty to make every page
come alive with the inspiration of the Holy Spirit. Vance
Havner was a great southern preacher who strayed from teaching the Bible when he was a young minister. He said that he
went into the “novelty shop of new religions.” When he
returned to the Bible, Havner became a legendary preacher.
Havner later remarked that “I got out of the novelty shop and
back into the antique shop and God has since never caused me
to lack a place to preach.”
In II Kings 22 King Josiah ripped his clothes and ordered a
revival in the land when he heard the word of God. The reading of the Word caused the Israelites to repent of their sins and
turn back to God.
My closing admonition brothers and sisters is this; let
us find the Bible in our land before it’s too late.

I question how much Christians are learning today in our churches. We are the
most educated generation so far, but I believe this generation is also the most Bible

Del Burkholder

In the Master's Service,
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BEHIND

BARS

In my travels ministering in the prison system, I look for Godly inmates to disciple newer believers. I have watched and admired the work of lifer Brother Lewis Lee.
Incarcerated as a teenager in the 1970’s, Brother Lewis is truly called of God to mentor and disciple the church body in prison. I have firsthand observed him meticulously mentor struggling young believers in Christ. I thank God everyday for the work Lewis Lee is doing in the Church behind bars as a resident inmate. Here is a word that
God has laid on his heart. -Del Burkholder

A Call to Action
Greetings to all the beloved saints of the Lord from your fellow saints who are behind the prison wall at Mahoney State Prison.
First, I would like to thank Brother Burkholder for giving me the opportunity to share my heart with you all and also for his faithful service to us saints who are incarcerated.
In Matthew 25:31-46, we find our Lord speaking about places and people who need to be ministered to. I would like to encourage you to
see how you can become a part of service to the Lord as you minister to the prisoner.
Through the service of committed men like Brother Burkholder, Chaplain Zeiset, and Chaplain Giordano and others the gospel is being
preached and men are being taught the Word of God and souls are being saved. However, this is only the beginning of the work in a mans
life, and your help is greatly needed to complete this work.
Men’s hearts are being changed by the gospel, and through studying the Word of God they are being prepared to once again enter society as new creations in Christ. However it has been my experience through working with many brothers that it is one thing to walk with
Jesus in prison and a whole different walk with Jesus once they are outside of prison.
Now if your heart has been stirred by the Lord as you read this passage in Matthew and you want to serve the Lord as you minister to the
prisoner here is how you can become involved.
The church(you) need to adopt a brother(prisoner) just like you would adopt a child. Keeping in mind that we are a family already by our
spiritual adoption into the Body of Christ. Many men who get out of prison with Jesus in their heart, only to go out to an environment where
they find they are not welcome in. And because of this they struggle to continue walking with the Lord. The church needs to become involved in the lives of brothers
before they leave prison, which will help make their transition that, much smoother. Having the support of those with a like mind and heart will be very beneficial to
the released prisoner. Remember when Jesus spoke in Matthew he said “ I was in prison” so that means you can’t wait until a brother gets out of prison to do this.
It is my prayer that your heart has been stirred and if so I encourage you to talk to your pastor about how your church can become involved with your brothers who are in prison.
With love in Christ,
Brother Lewis Lee
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Derrill Burkholder is Music Coordinator for Hearts for Corrections and also a board member for Streams of Life Prison Ministries.

In our own churches and denominations, preachers are using varying self-help
techniques and eastern religious methods to instruct their parishioners in how to
live a “good” Christian life. I have been in the business field for many years and
recognize these pulpit tidbits as nothing more than copied notes from management seminars used in the business world.

THE

MUSIC

Volume 2, Summer 2007

Music of the Baby Boomers
Why is it so popular? We hear it in commercials, business offices, restaurants, stores, and the dentist office.
Recently while waiting for my plane in an airport, two gentlemen sitting beside me commented on the pleasant variety of music
playing through the public address system. One of the two men recognized
many of the songs from the sixties, and was clearly delighted in the airline’s
choice of music to make our wait more comfortable. As I listened to their conversation, I couldn’t help but reflect back to the days of my youth, and the fun
times we had as preteens and teenagers.
The days and evenings were spent doing our chores and working in the barn.
Almost always there was a radio nearby playing the popular songs of the time. I
remember listening to my favorite DJ from 8 pm to 10 pm almost every weeknight. Weekends, I would sometimes sneak my tiny transistor radio to bed and
alternate between the oldies and the Phillies until I fell asleep.
I reflected on songs about fast cars, surfing in California, nervous first dates, that
first breakup, many of the same things that teens go through today. For some,
Derrill Burkholder
music has always had a way of helping to express ones feelings of joy, sorrow,
pain, frustration, or anger. The words from the writer of the song are often a window into their
soul and can reflect the condition of their heart. They are an audio interpretation of their
spiritual condition. Because of circumstances in our own lives, we are able to relate to the
emotions that the writer had been experiencing when they put their words to music.
Sadly, as global tensions began to relax throughout the 50’s and early 60’s, our freedom
of expression and choices increased. It wasn’t long before we began hearing songs
encouraging (or reflecting on) rebellion, sorcery, witchcraft, fornication, alcohol and
drug abuse. It
is difficult to fully assess the devastating effects secular music has had on marriage, crime,
alcoholism, drug addiction, etc. Some secular music can be considered harmless and even
enjoyable, but time and space here does not allow me to give an account of the horrifying evil and
wicked practices and lifestyles of many of the writers, singers, producers, promoters and others
involved in the music business.
As I reflected back on these things after overhearing the conversation in the airport that day, I don’t
write this to put down anyone’s preference of music styles or rhythms, but only to remind us once again
of the powerful influence that music can have in our lives and in our culture as we continue to have it
repetitiously fed through our minds.
Having had the miraculous experience of being saved and born again in Jesus Christ, I’ve had the privilege to perform music with different worship teams and also attend and participate in worship in several correctional institutions
with Streams of Life. Before I was saved, I spent many weekends performing and entertaining in local clubs and taverns.
There isn’t the same joy, peace and comfort in listening to, or singing, secular songs like there is in hymns, praise and worship and
gospel songs. There is nothing more awesome than performing music and singing songs about our God, joining in with other believers and especially the inmates in prison.
This was sent to me by Ron Leonard, he is a missionary evangelist friend from Nashville, Tennessee. I was moved by this statement from a
Zimbabwean pastor who was later martyred for his faith. He articulates the passion that we all should live with. -Del Burkholder
"The die has been cast. I have stepped over the line. The decision has been made-I'm a disciple of His! I won't look
back, let up, slow down, back away, or be still. My past is redeemed, my present makes sence, and my future is secure.
I'm finished with low living, sight walking, smooth knees, colorless dreams, tamed visions, worldly talking, cheap giving, and dwarfed goals. I no longer need preeminence, position, promotions, plaudits, or popularity. I don't have to be
right, first, tops, recognized, praised, regarded, or rewarded. I now live by faith, depend on His presence, walk by
patience, am uplifted by prayer, and labor with power. That's what it means to be a disciple of Jesus!”
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