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A few weeks ago I had the opportunity to sit down and talk with
Delmar Weaver. We are both employed by the same business so I
have known Delmar for many years, but this was a rare opportuni-
ty to get an in-depth look at his life. We often talk at work, but I
rarely get to hear details of his work in prison ministry in Alabama
and his current involvement.

Many may not know that Delmar and his family served two terms
in Alabama during the 1980’s. In 1981 they went down for the first
time. It was a one-year term and was always
intended to be a temporary assignment.
Delmar had never been in prison before
when he accepted that first assignment to be
an assistant chaplain in Atmore, Alabama.
Suddenly, he was in prison every day and
having to learn quickly what prison ministry
was all about.

When Delmar and his young family returned
from that first year in Alabama, he allowed
thoughts of returning to gradually drift away.
Delmar and his wife, Linda, became involved
with the youth group of the church they
were attending. He resumed his job at
Martin Paving and settled into a routine.
Eventually God began to prod him to return
to Alabama and to prison ministry. This time
it was not to be temporary, but perhaps a per-
manent assignment. Delmar and his wife sold the house they had
recently bought and, with their children in tow, made the trek
back down to Alabama.

During their time there, Delmar had a chance to see just how God
could provide for them. They had to raise their own support, so need-
less to say money was often tight. In one particular occasion, they had
to use their grocery money to pay an unexpected garage bill. It was a
discouraging time, which left Delmar wondering why God was allow-
ing this time of testing. It is one thing to experience trials on your
own, but when your family is involved it is that much harder. 

A couple days after the garage bill was paid, Delmar was outside
pondering how they were going to afford the food that they need-
ed. As he sat there praying, his wife informed him that a pastor
friend was on the phone. The pastor told him that they had some
money left over from their offering. The Lord had prompted him to

call Delmar to see if there were any particular needs that he had. As
Delmar shared about the garage bill the pastor told him he would
be up that afternoon to drop off the money, the exact amount of
the bill.

This was one of the many incidents that proved to Delmar that
God had a purpose for them in Alabama. He has fond memories of
his time spent ministering to the inmates. He remembers spending
time with them in the mess hall, and interacting with them as they

lifted weights.

After three years in Alabama, Delmar and
his wife felt called to return to Pennsylvania.
After they returned home, Delmar did not
immediately become involved with prison
ministry again. In 1992, five years after he
had returned home, there was an invitation
to go to Minersville Federal Prison. This led
to a connection with Del Burkholder and
Streams of Life Ministry. Currently, Delmar
works with Del leading Bible studies at the
Mahanoy and Frackville prisons.

As Delmar reflected on his experiences at
Frackville and Mahanoy he shared that he
noticed a strong brotherhood between the
Christian inmates. He enjoys the opportuni-
ty to help them grow in their Christian walk

and also benefits from the tremendous wealth of biblical knowl-
edge the inmates possess. He pointed out that the studies Del and
he lead are not evangelical, but are rather meant to encourage the
church body behind bars.

As Delmar talked about the needs of the church in prison, he
specifically mentioned those who are saved and then eventually
released. There are very few programs for released prisoners that
support them in their transition. Christians have the best chance
but there is no comprehensive program in place that supports
them upon release and plugs them into a church. According to
Delmar, this is something that is sorely needed and could help so
many fellow believers.

Remember Delmar as he ministers within the prison. Pray that
God would be with him as he interacts with the prisoners and
encourages them as they walk with Christ.
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never be reached. Others claimed it was only something that existed in the mathematical fields, because one can always be sure
that the true answer to two plus two will always be four.
The fact is this: only through God can truth be defined. Imagine trying to convince someone that murder is wrong. Really, 
why is it? Is it because someone says it is? What if a majority of people believed that it was okay? Would it then be true that 
murdering someone is acceptable? I use an extreme example to make this point; the majority is ruling our society. To many, truth
is not constant. It is defined by what most people believe. In many cases we have “traded the truth of God for a lie”, lies that
include the fallibility of the scripture, homosexuality, and multiple ways to be saved.
These problems arise when we as man, with our limited understanding and competing desires, decide what we want the truth to
be. The fact remains, without God there is no logical reason to believe anything. Truth is what God defines it as, and any attempt
to define it otherwise undermines Christianity. Whenever a truth claim is made, it is important to go to the scripture to obtain
God’s final authoritative word on the subject.

Delmar Weaver sharing his heart
for those behind bars.

What is Truth? continued from page 2
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The Roadtrip
My adrenaline was flowing, aided in part by a cup of coffee. Today was the day. A
day I had anticipated and prepared for over the past several weeks. Within the
hour I would begin the 125-mile bicycle ride from Black Rock Retreat, Quarryville,
PA to Rehoboth Beach, DE. In eight hours I would be very tired and very sore, but
energized by a great sense of accomplishment. This challenging, yearly fundraiser
has proven to be one of the highlights for me for the past four years. 

Biking 125 miles is a long way to ride and I know from experience that I cannot do
it on my own. But there would be many other riders to team up with. One of the
keys to riding a long distance is to ride as a team, to draft other riders and to fol-
low closely behind them so that they break the wind and make your riding much
easier. With this kind of riding bikers continually switch the front rider so that
everyone gets equal work and rest.

This concept reminds me of a Biblical principle from Galatians 6:2, “Carry each
other’s burdens, and in this way fulfill the law of Christ.” We “fulfill the law of

Christ” (the command to love each other and our neighbors, John 13:34, Gal. 5:14) by helping others with their difficult
times and they, in turn, helping us. Amazing how a God, who could accomplish anything He desires, chooses to use the
body of believers to help each other through life’s trials. What a blessing it is to feel the care and assistance of loving broth-
ers or sisters in the midst of a difficult trial or to have the opportunity to be there for someone else when they need us. 

The body of Christ really is about teamwork. God’s expectation is for us to be there for our brothers and sisters. We let
Him and them down when we fail to care enough or to take time to see and meet the needs of those around us. Who is
it that God is expecting us to assist and help today? How can we encourage or comfort those around us? Get excited about
helping someone in need. The blessing and sense of accomplishment will be well worth it. 

It was great to see how the community rallied around the Amish following their recent tragedy. This ought to be happen-
ing on a small scale, on a regular basis, in all of our lives. Be a burden bearer today as you fulfill the “law of Christ”. You
may become tired and sore, but you will be energized by the blessings and the sense of accomplishment for doing His will.

Tales of the Incarcerated 2006
Several speakers spoke on October 15th at Hinkletown Mennonite Church for Streams of Life
Prison Ministry. President Erv Weaver is pictured here sharing the vision of Streams of Life. Erv
brought out three needs of the ministry:

• The need for expanded prison ministry in the Pennsylvania State Correctional 
system, and the need for Streams of Life to continue the work they are doing.

• The need for Streams of Life to grow. A business will become stagnant if it doesn’t
grow, it is the same with a ministry, and a vibrant ministry should display the 
presence of growth.

• The need for prayer and financial support. Prayer because we are locked in a battle
with darkness, finances because all work in prisons is volunteer. Streams of Life
receives no income from the state.

As this year closes we at Streams of Life would covet your one time gift to help fund the gospel work in prison. If you
would feel led to give a tax deductible gift it can be sent to us with the accompanying envelope. Whether you decide to
give or not, we desire your prayer support in our endeavors.

Streams of Life Ministries
PO Box 727

Brownstown Pa. 17508

This newsletter goes into several prisons, and if you are an inmate in one of these prisons, we ask that you not give to our work, due to the fact
that this could jeopardize our volunteer status at some correctionals and could result in our ministry not being allowed to minister at your prison.
Thank You.

As I travel to different prisons to minister the Gospel, I have long real-
ized that I am ministering to an established church body in the prison.

Most people think when you go to
preach or teach in prison you are trying
to bring men to Christ, but in reality you
are ministering to a church that is estab-
lished and similar to the church were
you may attend. The goals of a prison
ministry are to disciple and help a
church body grow with sound non-
denominational Bible teaching.

The church behind bars struggles with
the sin of their members just like any

other church. I remember teaching one time when a man in my Bible
study said that he had viewed pornography that day and couldn’t
believe he had done it. People may say,
“Well that’s prison, what do you expect?”
But is it any different than a church member
on the outside viewing pornography on the
Internet and then going to church after-
ward? Because inmates have been convicted
of a crime in the past, people on the outside
often have a problem believing that they can
live in holiness after being redeemed.

Some of the greatest examples of Jesus Christ
I have seen witnessed have been from
Christians living behind bars. Christians are
held to a high standard of accountability in
prison. They are watched by Muslims and other non-Christians to see if
their walk is consistent with their faith claims. On the outside a believer
will commit a sin behind closed doors where no one can see. When they
then go to church it appears like they have everything together. In
prison, secret places are few and far to find. When a Christian sins in
prison it is usually out in the open for someone to see. I often wonder if
we Christians on the outside could use more eyes on us.

This question is deceptively difficult. Our society might define it as something that cannot be reached, or
perhaps as something that is unique to each person. Many believe that truth is relative, needing to be
viewed through the lenses of situation and attitudes.
About a month ago I had an opportunity to go to Focus on the Family seminar called the Truth Project.
There, a speaker by the name of Del Tackert shared about the war on truth that is currently taking place
within our culture. He shared about God’s extreme interest in this subject, and the vital role Christians
play in defending a worldview that values truth. They had filmed a series on interviews with people on
the street, and it was comical to hear some of them answer the question, “What is truth?” They would
perform all kinds of verbal gymnastics in order to define truth. To some it was this hazy ideal that could

Another thing to think about; the church on the out-
side often tolerates sin within their membership.
Often there is little said about the sin in the lives of its
members. In prison, the church body often demands
more righteousness and holiness from its believers
than we do from our church members. The Word of
God is held in high reverence by the church body
behind bars. Compare that to how casually it is treat-
ed in our outside churches.

I have a low tolerance when people come to me and
claim that saved prisoners are not really the same as
church members on the outside. As Pastor Delmar
Weaver often says, “They are our brothers in Christ,
and you better get used to that fact.”

The fact is that the church behind bars is a vibrant
force in our
Christian com-
munity. In
future Streams
of Life newslet-
ter issues, we
will be reading
the Biblical
thoughts of
some of these
redeemed role
models. I look
forward to

being able to share with you their love of God that I
have had the privilege of observing.

In the Master's Service,

Del Burkholder

What is Truth?
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Glen Sauder is Senior Pastor at
Hinkletown Mennonite Church 
located in New Holland PA

The Church Behind Bars
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