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handicaps would make it unlikely he’d live past 14 years old. He had
open heart surgery at 10 years old. Four years later he began his slide
away from his Christian background by choosing to hang with the wrong
crowd who introduced him to drugs. By 16 years old, he quit school. “I
loved the adrenaline rush that went with the environment,” Jr. said.
“Carrying guns, using drugs, running from the cops. It was a rush.” That
rush lead him into organized crime for a while and then, escalated addic-
tion and arrests. On the very day that he got out of jail for one offense
he robbed someone at gunpoint. Then he broke into a building and stole
a stash of marijuana. Three days later several policemen rushed behind
him and held a gun to his head. Not having seen them, he assumed they
were thugs retaliating for the marijuana heist. He was relieved when he
realized they were police, gladly accepting arrest over being murdered! 
Eventually he met a 12-year-old boy who asked Jr. whether he knew
Jesus Christ and, if not, he was going to hell. Jr. accepted the boy’s invi-
tation to go to church and gave his life to Christ. After some time, Jr.
went to Teen Challenge and on to Youth Challenge Bible Institute,
founded by David Wilkerson. During that time he met his wife, Diana.
The couple has three daughters and an unofficially adopted son.
Jr. marvels at God’s protection over the years and of how He led him and
Diana to Freedom Gate 24 years ago. In recent years he has worked with
Steve Dorsey, assistant house
parent. Steve recalled that
while he was in jail, inmates
advised him against going to
Freedom Gate. “They make
you pray all day,” they
warned. But one lone
inmate’s advice won out: “If
you’re really ready to change,
Freedom Gate is the place for
you.” Six years later Steve, Jr.,
and Freedom Gate’s board
would agree that’s great
advice.

Hipolito Oriol, other-
wise known as Jr., under-
stands the needs of an
inmate when released
from prison. Jr.’s been
there, done that. Serving
as Program Director of
Freedom Gate Ministry
in Reading, PA, he is pas-
sionate about his desire
to help men develop and
grow in their relation-
ship with Christ. “Get
that down first,” he says.
“Sure, we want them to
be productive members
of society. But if they get
their first paycheck and
their mindset hasn’t
changed, nothing mat-
ters. Our main goal is to

help them understand their relationship with the Lord.”
Freedom Gate was begun in 1976, under the direction of John Rush and
eight Mennonite churches. It exists for the purpose of providing after-
care support for ex-prisoners. This includes daily housing needs as well as
an environment where men can receive Christian discipleship and prac-
tical counseling in all areas of life. 
The ministry can house up to 14 men at one time who stay for a minimum
of 60 days. Residents can expect a structured focus through Bible studies
and teaching, assistance in a job search, and connecting with a local church.
Two of three Freedom Gate houses have recently undergone extensive
renovations. With a laugh, Jr. confessed that his wife is jealous of the
roomy kitchen, freshly painted and completed with an attractive back-
splash. In warmer weather the kitchen expands onto a brick patio where
a grill stands at the ready for an outdoor picnic. The facility also has com-
fortable living areas and an exercise room.
Jr.’s responsibilities as Program Director include overseeing operations,
interviewing prospective residents, organizing Bible Studies, reporting to
the eight-member board, and even doing some maintenance work.
Recently though, he took a break after having triple bypass surgery in
December, 2014. Now that winter has thawed Jr. is eager to get out to
the neighborhood again where he enjoys street ministry. Freedom Gate
enjoys a good rapport with the neighborhood, evidenced in the fact that
not one neighbor opposed them when they went before the zoning
board several years ago.
Jr. grew up in a Christian home in Brooklyn, New York. He had health
problems from birth; doctors told his parents that physical and mental
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Freedom Gate’s program is available for qualifying inmates whose
release date is approaching and are interested in being discipled.
The ministry regrets that because their property borders a school
they cannot accept sex offenders. Contact Freedom Gate at:

Freedom Gate Ministries
Junior Oriol, Program Director

131 South Ninth Street
Reading, PA 19602
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As Jesus prepared His disciples for
His stay on earth to come to a close
He said, “If you were of the world, the
world would love you as its own; but
because you are not of the world, but I
chose you out of the world, therefore
the world hates you.” (John 15:19 ESV).
This was a warning to the disciples
and future Christians what the cost
of following Christ may entail. As I
listen to news reports about followers
of Christ being murdered in the
Middle East and Africa for no other
reason but professing Christ, this
verse comes to bear. I am saddened as

I hear hate spewed by activists in this country toward biblical positions
held by followers of Christ and how angry mobs rise up screaming of
protecting their rights., The ones who are really losing their rights are
the Christians in this land. Jesus often warned that being a true follower
of His would have a cost (Luke 14:28-3.). Ask those 21 Egyptian fisher-
men who were beheaded if there was a cost for being a follower of
Christ. There is a cost and I believe the day is coming where the luke-
warm will not be found. The question is, are you willing to be a follower
of the Lamb despite the cost?

The Bible as the Source of Christian Positions
As I watch the news I often hear how Jesus and the Bible are referred to
and evangelicals are held in contempt for their positions. Even
Christians criticize other Christians based on a faulty understanding of
the Bible. Hosea 4:6 says “My people are destroyed by a lack of 
knowledge.” My encouragement is please don’t fall into this trap of not

The State of Christianity in the World

Del Burkholder

We all have people we look up to and characterize as heroes or examples to follow. It may be a school teacher, Sunday
school teacher, or a relative who has made a lasting impression on our life. 
I recently read a story of such a man and had the privilege of meeting him. After hearing his stories I knew my life would
always be impacted by him. He didn’t allow fame and fortune to go to his head but always kept in mind where he came
from and where he was going. 
I was once told of a father who would say to his son whenever he would go out with his friends, "Just remember whose

you are," meaning, “Do not bring shame to our family name, my son!”
It seemed that was the same motto my friend took as he went through life. Maybe his father told him the same thing
because he seemed to have a very specific goal and he never lost sight of it. Last week I was reading some of his writings
and was reminded of how unselfish he really was. He was a professor/teacher for several years in a town close to where
he grew up. Although he became a popular speaker almost overnight he didn’t let that popularity compromise the truths

he so deeply believed. It was said that even if you disagreed with him, you couldn't walk away because his words held you in strange amazement.
One particular incident that happened to him left a lasting effect on me. At the height of his popularity he shared a compelling message. Strangely
enough, at the end of the day the crowds slowly turned and walked away, leaving him with only a handful of followers by his side. What challenged
me as I heard that story about him was that even in the loss of all the popularity, it did not deter him from carrying out his goal that he held with
conviction. His purpose was more than about being popular, wealthy, or even famous. His one and only goal was to carry out the words his daddy
once told him, "Remember whose you are." 
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knowing what the Bible says or cherry-picking a few verses out of context
to support your position and ignoring the rest which present a broader
truth. Western population has never had so much Bible knowledge avail-
able yet been so ignorant of it.

Aftercare Good News
A while ago I had a conversation with an elderly woman from a retirement
home where she meets every week with a group of women who pray for
our prison ministry needs. We present a list so they can pray for prisoner
and prison worker needs. Often these needs and problems are taxing at
best. She asked, “Could you give us some good news to pray for a change?”
I have thought on that request for some time now. In prison ministry and
aftercare we often dwell on the negative: how we invested in that guy who
walked through the gates leaving his Christian integrity behind and the
clock begins ticking on his incarceration back into the system. In reality
there are success stories. I know many who have won victory in their per-
sonal reformation. In reality we do have good news, and that good news is
Jesus Christ. And to the many inmates who read this newsletter you, too,
have a reason to be success story for our prayer partners. 

Thank you, Emily
I want to thank Emily Bucher for her service to Streams of Life Newsletter
as editor these past years. We have been blessed by having two outstand-
ing editors since the beginning in 2004, both Jordan Martin and Emily.
We are pleased that Emily will continue to write in the background and
also is working with me on my upcoming book on Apologetics of the
Christian Faith. The new editor, Esther Zeiset, is Emily’s mother and is a
published writer with similar writing skills to Emily. Streams of Life is
grateful for her addition to the newsletter.

In the Master’s Service
Del Burkholder
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I suppose you may have read about him yourself. Just recently his name was in the papers, on bill boards, internet, face book; the whole world
was once again talking about him, some affirming him and others still rejecting him as they did over 2,000 years ago. 
Actually we all must get acquainted with this man called Jesus. His life has so impacted the world that everyone must one day make a decision
about him, either love and accept Him as their Savior, or as they did years ago, reject him and turn away from following him. But as it was then,
to Him we will all give an answer! Romans 14:11 says, “ ‘As surely as I live,' says the Lord, 'every knee will bow before me; every tongue will acknowledge
God.’ ” 

The thing that impressed me most about this man named Jesus was the love He had for everyone, even those who hated Him and turned from
Him; He loved them till death, not their death but His own death. This past Easter season once again found me amazed at the love He had for all
of us, both those who loved Him and those who hated Him. He was not killed on the cross, He gave his life on the cross for the sake of all mankind,
so He could satisfy the call of His Father to satisfactorily pay the debt of sin that is on every man, woman, and child, pay it with His own sinless
blood, the required payment for all sins, for all mankind, for all time. He was obedient to his Father’s words, "Remember whose you are!” He went
through the humiliation, the suffering, the mockery because He had a call on His life to redeem His creation back into fellowship with His Father.
No one else could do it, it was all up to Him to rescue the perishing, and rescue He did!
Many of us have been in situations that we wished we would not have been in. Sometimes we can do something about it and we do. Other times
we want to do something to change our situations but we can't because we have no control over it so we are forced to live with the circumstance.
This was not the case with Jesus. He could have at any time caused the soldiers to fall dead, the lies to be proven wrong. He could have put an end
to the horrible suffering, and answered the mockery, "He saved others, let him save Himself". But He didn't, because of His love for you and me
and His wish to be obedient to His Father. He remembered whose He was!
A question I leave for you and myself to answer is this:  Do I remember whose I am?
What is our response to the love He poured out for you and me?
Philippians 4:13: “I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me.”

Remember Whose You Are continued from page 2

Trail Markers
Last summer my husband and I hiked a short section on the Appalachian Trail. The trail was rocky and I focused
on picking my way along carefully. After some time my husband asked, “Have you seen a trail marker lately?” 

“No, I’ve just been looking at the ground,” I admitted.

We stopped and scanned trees in front and in back of us, looking for a blaze of white paint that would assure us
we were still on the trail. Spotting a marker, we proceeded with confidence. A short time later we hiked through
an area where grass and brambles nearly choked the path but because we watched for the regularly-spaced
markers we continued on. Sometimes two painted marks on a tree alerted us to a turn on the path. 

Those painted markers are essential in defining a hiking trail. Even more essential are the markers I need for
staying on a godly path through life. A marker might come in the form of a godly friend’s encouragement.
Maybe a sermon warns against a divergent path.  Sometimes a scripture comforts. Other times the Spirit corrects

and convicts. All along the way, the Lord faithfully provides me with markers so that I can pick my way through life in a way that honors Him. 

Life certainly has its twists and turns. About 30 years ago I edited Jubilee Journal, a newsletter for Jubilee Ministries, a prison ministry based
in Lebanon, PA. I did that for several years until family demands squeezed out time for such extras. I was at the very stage where my daughter
Emily is now, with three young children to care for. So now it seems I’m coming full circle, back to where I started in what seems like a lifetime
ago. Hmmm, might Emily be back in this role when she’s an empty nester?

In the meantime, I look forward to assisting Streams of Life Ministries in this role as editor. Prison ministry has been a big part of my life,
almost from the time Nelson and I were married 34 years ago. In 1983 we lived in Alabama where he served under We Care Ministry. Soon
after we moved back to Pennsylvania, God marvelously opened doors for Nelson to work with Jubilee Ministries for nine years. Since 1994
he has been employed as a fulltime state prison chaplain. He and many inmates are blessed by Del’s and Delmar’s faithful ministry there.

We each have our path to walk through life – and none of us knows where God will take us on that path. But we do have the assurance that
He will faithfully mark the path for us. Look for His markers today.

“And your ears shall hear a word behind you saying, ‘This is the way, walk in it, when you turn to the right or when you turn to the left.’” 
Isaiah 30:21(ESV)

Esther Zeiset
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There are many things in life that

bring joy - beautiful spring weather,

being part of a ministry that touches

lives, and holding a newborn baby

are some on the top of my list right

now. I've enjoyed being part of

Streams of Life as the newsletter editor for the past several

years. However, we are expecting our third child in July and if

you know anything about young children, you can imagine

that I don't have much extra time after loving and taking care

of our precious little ones! I'm pleased that my mom, Esther

Zeiset, will take over as editor and can't wait to read the excit-

ing things she brings to our mailboxes! May you experience

something today that brings you joy!


